
Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference 
Process Map for Ordination 

Licensing Toward Ordination &  
Licensing for a Specific Ministry  

Church sends letter to the conference  
office requesting that candidate receive 
license.   
Date:  

Candidate submits MLI. 
MLI Received:  

Candidate has first interview with PLC. 
Date:  

PLC Approves License 
Date: 

Conference Minister officiates licensing 
Date:  

Ordination Requirements 

All of the above steps must be com-
pleted if a candidate seeks ordination.   
 
Over a 12-24 month period, candidate 
completes the requirements for ordi-
nation.   

Candidate completes college-level courses or provides 
academic transcripts which indicate competency in the 
following areas:  
1. Anabaptist-Mennonite theology, history, confessional 

tradition, and polity. 
2. Biblical interpretation from an Anabaptist-Mennonite 

perspective. 
3. Social-ethical issues in mission and peacemaking from 

an Anabaptist-Mennonite perspective. 
4. Anabaptist-Mennonite ecclesiology. 
Date completed: 

Church requests ordination by sending a letter of 
request for ordination to the conference office. 
Date:  

An interview committee led by Conference Min-
ister, and including members of PLC, representa-
tives of candidate’s congregation, and candidate’s 
mentor, interview the candidate.  
Date:  

Candidate submits ordination statement.   
Date: 

PLC approves Ordination.     
Date:  

Candidate ordained at their home congregation  
Date:  
Candidate presented at next delegate assembly 
Date:  

With the help of a PLC-assigned mentor, candidate  
participates in a formation process as determined by 
PLC and Conference Minister. This may include assigned 
reading, academic courses, or other requirements.  
Date completed:  


