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Full Circle Thrift project
quickly taking shape
With help from churches around PSMC, work is
rolling ahead on opening a thrift shop in the
Pasadena area –– the first step toward
establishing a new Anabaptist Resource Center

I

inside...

t has an enthusiastic launch team, it
has several huge containers full
of donated articles, and it has a
name. PSMC’s new thrift store,
Full Circle Thrift, will, God willing, open in the next few months
in the Pasadena area.
The name and logo chosen
through an online survey is a reflection of the ways the store will recycle used articles and
invest profits back into Kingdom work. The logo’s familiar three-leaf pattern will subtly remind us of its identity
as a Mennonite project. Full Circle Thrift will provide
the financial foundation for a new and exciting center for
conference congregations, tentatively called the
Anabaptist Resource Center, that PSMC hopes to establish –– envisioned as a place that would supply resources
from MC USA, Everence, MCC and PSMC, as well as
deliver immigration services, offer financial planning for
churches and pastors, hold Anabaptist classes and more.
But Full Circle Thrift will also create jobs for the community, recycle good used clothing and other items and
promote the Anabaptist commitment to peace, justice and
environmental care.

reunion, a concert, a mountain getaway, a chance to
experience the faithfulness and diversity of brothers
and sisters from across California, Arizona and
Nevada. This year’s summer assembly promises to be all that
and, well, maybe just a little bit of business. If you’ve never
been to a regional gathering like this, come and be surprised.
The theme of Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference’s
2015 summer assembly, being held in Fresno from Friday
night, June 19, to Sunday, June 21, is “One in Christ,” based
on 1 Cor. 12:12-13:13.
Every one of the 40-plus churches in PSMC should be sending delegates, but you don’t have to be an official delegate to
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New conference
minister tours the
territory

Think you know
Mennonite churches?
Prepare to be surprised

Summer Assembly June 19-20
Fresno gathering promises to be extra-special,
with a Saturday night worship concert
and a taste of Camp Keola for youth and families
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New conference minister plunges in
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Panorama
is a
publication of
Pacific Southwest
Mennonite
Conference.

Please help us
share what’s going
on in your
congregation and
community.
Contributions of
news, faith stories
and photos are
always welcome.
Got a Facebook
page or digital
newsletter?
Let us know!
Write to the editor,
Doreen Martens, at:
panorama@
pacificsouthwest.org
905-829-9640

C

lare Ann Ruth-Heffelbower has been getting
around our far-flung Pacific Southwest region of
late, holding a series of “Meet the New
Conference Minister” gatherings. “As these gatherings of
one or more churches I have been asking a series of questions,” she reports: “What are your dreams and hopes for
PMSC? What concerns do you have about PSMC? How
can PSMC help your congregation? What can you as
individuals and congregations contribute to PSMC? We
have had great conversation around these questions.”
The responses, she notes, often involve developing
stronger connections so that we can do together what we
can’t do alone.
Ruth-Heffelbower shares her own hopes and dreams
for the area conference: that we grow closer as a diverse
family of church and are able to model how people
diverse theologically, cultural and geographically can love
one another, and that we help one another carry out the
mission God has given us to bring healing and hope to
our world.
Some opportunities for that include working together
on Full Circle Thrift and attending the Summer Assembly
in Fresno, June 19-20.
“We are a relatively small conference, but God has
given us great opportunities!” Ruth-Heffelbower noted in
a recent e-Update to churches. “The mustard seed image
is very appropriate for us. Jesus uses it in two different
ways — ‘I tell you the truth, if your faith is as big as
a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, “Move

Clare Ann Ruth-Heffelbower visits Caroline and
Joseph Adeosun of Amen Ministries, a church plant
in Las Vegas, in early May.
from here to there,” and it will move. All things will be
possible for you.’ (Matthew 17:20) Then Jesus
said, ‘What is God’s kingdom like? What can I compare
it with? It is like a mustard seed that a man plants in his
garden. The seed grows and becomes a tree, and the wild
birds build nests in its branches.’ (Luke 13:19)
“If we work together with God, we can do great things
from the small beginnings that we have,” RuthHeffelbower wrote. “This is God’s dream for PSMC!”

See Panorama in full
color online at
issu.com/
pomeditor/docs/
PanoramaSpring 2015

An easy way
to donate
If you shop on
Amazon, please consider selecting PSMC
as a non-profit to
which Amazon will
donate 0.5% of the
purchase price. To
designate the conference as your nonprofit of choice,
please go
to: smile.amazon.com
/ch/77-0370619

Our conference minister’s local office in a historic train depot in Fresno was recently displaced by California’s highspeed rail project, which bought the building in order to avoid problems with tenants as construction proceeds. But she
found new digs at 764 P St. in Fresno, with the project paying compensation for increased rent. For several years, the official conference office, in Southern California, has consisted of a room at Upland Peace Church that’s sparsely staffed and
rarely visited by constituents. As the Anabaptist Resource Center is developed, it’s expected office functions will move to a
new setting with more to offer visitors.

PSMC appoints Advancement Minister
oe Roos, former pastor at Pasadena Mennonite, has
J
been appointed by the board of Pacific Southwest
Mennonite Conference to serve as its new Advancement

Minister, a part-time position overseeing conference
fundraising. Roos, who served in a similar position with
Sojourners, is also serving in an unpaid capacity as the
board’s treasurer.

Tina Schlabach of Tucson has been named secretary of
the board, replacing Roos in that role. Pastor Romero,
pastor of First Mennonite Paso Robles, who has served
several years on the Pastoral Leadership Committee – the
body that vets and approves candidates for licensing and
ordination – becomes the committee’s chairperson.

Learning tour takes
leaders to Palestine
ix leaders from PSMC congregations participated in
S
a “Come and See” learning tour of Palestine and
Israel in April, part of a denominational initiative to send

100 Mennonite leaders to the region over five years.
While Mennonites have been involved in relief work,
service, witness and peacemaking in the region for more
than 65 years, these tours are a response to a 2009 appeal
from Palestinian Christians called “Kairos Palestine: A
Moment of Truth” (www.kairospalestine.ps).
This trip, with the assistance of MCC and MMN,
included leaders from the Pacific Northwest and
Southwest conferences. Participants from PSMC included moderator Femi Fatunmbi (Royal Dominion), assistant moderator Kathi Oswald (Fresno), board member
Joyce Welch (Family Mennonite), pastors Rina Kusuma
(Upland Peace) and Juan Montes (Reedley), and Mark

Schildt, MVS coordinator at Shalom Mennonite in
Tucson. These individuals are available to share their
experiences and learnings with congregations.

Summer Assembly

Full Circle Thrift takes shape

From page 1
take part. Several things will be different about this
Assembly. Workshops will be offered during the
Saturday lunch break, and rather than ending Saturday
afternoon, activities will continue through Sunday noon,
June 21, with a tri-tip barbecue Saturday night, followed
by a Music Celebration concert featuring different musical expressions from diverse congregations on Saturday
evening.
For younger attenders, there will be special activities for
children entering grades 1-6. For youth entering grades 712, there will be a lock-in sleepover Friday night, with
games, activities and food, followed by time at Camp
Keola Saturday through Sunday, including a service project, a campfire, hiking and lots of fun. Adults who
would like to get a taste of Camp Keola are invited to do
so from Sunday afternoon to Monday noon following the
Assembly. Details will be sent out following registration.
Check out the brochure and register online soon!
The summer assembly is being planned and hosted by
Mennonite Community Church, 5015 East Olive Ave.,
Fresno. Visit pacificsouthwest.org to learn more and register online.
You can take a look at the delegate workbook here:
pacificsouthwest.org/news-events/delegate-assemblies/

From page 1
The location committee is
actively seeking a site of around
5000 square feet, goods for sale
continue to flow in, and, best of
all, 80% of the funds needed to
open the store have been raised,
with less than $18,000 left to go.
How can you help?
• Donate: Churches around the
conference have been collecting
items to provide the store with a
good start-up inventory and finding ways to get them to the collection site at Mountain View Mennonite in
Upland. First Mennonite San Francisco’s members, for example, sent their
donations south in a rental truck that made stops in the Central Valley to collect other churches’ goods.
• Keep in touch: You can keep track of how the project is going by “liking”
the Facebook page at facebook.com/FullCircleThrift?fref=ts
• Give: ‘Seed money’ donations are gratefully received for this project. Please
mail a check to PSMC, Full Circle Thrift, PO Box 39038, Phoenix, AZ,
85069. Or, even easier, donate online: go to pacificsouthwest.org/donate/ and
click on Donate and then ‘Mustard Seed Giving Partners.’
• Pray: Mission Minister David Gray, who is leading the project, invites your
prayers for the launch team, especially as it seeks a suitable location.

Mark Schildt, Femi Fatunmbi and Juan Montes were
among the PSMC participants in the learning tour.
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Think you know what Menno churches are like?

W

ho is PSMC? A home-based congregation
nourished by communal suppers and rich liturgies each week. A French-speaking African
congregation celebrating worship in a small rented room
and yearning to reach out into the community with the
Gospel. A century-old congregation in a beautiful octagonal church learning to speak and think bi-culturally. An
aging congregation that has found its "foreign" mission in
its own neighborhood.
All that and much more, as attendees at the February
assembly at Marantha Christian Fellowship in
Northridge, Calif., discovered, when members of those
four bodies reflected on the strengths and challenges of
their congregations.

Peace Mennonite Fellowship

Members David
Augsburger and Joy Hofer
read a sampling of the
liturgy that is a regular part
of worship for their house
church congregation, this
one compiled from the
writings of Menno Simons.

oy Hofer, a member of the San Gabriel Valley based
J
congregation that may be PSMC's smallest, said the
intimacy of that community is one of its blessings. "We

Right, First Mennonite’s
lovely church campus
in Reedley, which
houses a bilingual
congregation.

know each other very well; we help each other; we’re
there for each other with hot soup or just being there.
"Because we are a house church and don’t have a pastor or building to pay for, we are able to support a lot of
projects –– local projects, Mennonite Central Committee,
the conference. And we are happy that we can do that.
The hands-on part is that our group is looking at what sort
of service project we can do together that will push us past
the brain-and-talking thing to the deeds-and-working part
of faith;
"We have delightful evenings of worship and meals
together; it’s really fun to be together. The exploration of
faith and fellowship around the table are wonderful.
With 10 to 18 people attending a typical gathering,
worship is organized by a roster of worship leaders/hosts,
centered on written liturgies and communion at every
gathering.
Most of the attenders have been lifelong Christians;
many have focussed professionally on studying the faith
or have done international service. Despite its size, Peace
is also surprisingly ecumenical. It is dually affiliated with
the Brethren in Christ and members have roots in the
Mennonite Brethren and Church of the Brethren commu-

nities. "Our little church really works hard at pulling
together" the various strands of Anabaptism, Hofer said.
The challenge for such a body is growth and change.
It's easy to become stagnant, Hofe said. "We have to keep
finding edges where we can do some experimentation,
can grow, do things differently."
There are many transient attenders, students for example, who come for a season. But for longtime members,
"It'’s easier for us to step back into our regular ways of
doing things," and that may make newcomers less comfortable,she said.

First Mennonite Reedley
erry Linscheid said his congregation has been, in a
J
sense, multicultural since its beginnings, with
Mennonites from Swiss and German extraction coming

together early in the last century, then an influx of new
Californians in the 1950s.
A Hispanic church plant begun in the '80s, instead of
spinning away, spun itself into the fabric of the congregation, with the English- and Spanish-speaking congregations merging into a single church with two weekly services in 1996.
Barbara Ewy, who has been working with children in
the church since before the merger, says there have been
various adjustments to reflect the fact that there are two
service times each week, among them a switch to having
"Sunday school" on Wednesday nights, and running a
kids club on Sundays. She said investing in Bible story
books with the new Shine curriculum has paid off in biblical literacy for kids both English- and Spanish-speaking,
with many families reading the scripture stories at home.
Together, they are learning how to live out the gospel in
daily life.
Ewy remembers a particularly touching moment when
her class was using a "prayer cube" to choose what to
pray for in turn. A boy named Ezekiel said: I don't want to
roll the cube, I want to pray for the homeless man that my
dad bought a cup of coffee for. And that’s what he did ––
he played God’s blessing on this man whose name we did
not know."

In the Pacific Southwest, you may be surprised
Spanish-language pastor Juan Montez pointed out that
the "present and the future of the church is a multicultural
church." The vision of Rev 7: 9-10, of people of all languages celebrating together the victory of Christ, is something "we need to start working on here."
Spanish-speakers at Reedley "respect and see the history" of the 16th century Anabaptism, which "taught us
about discipleship" and the importance of love and peace
in the gospel.
At the same time, both parts of the congregation have
learned lessons from 17 years of "accepting our other
brother," with all of each other's gifts and weaknesses.
"At this point we don't feel we're immigrants in First
Mennonite Church. We are brothers and sisters, we are
owners of the building. We share the money, we share
love and peace; and it is a little piece of heaven in
California.”

First Mennonite Phoenix

astor Al Whaley has been serving his Phoenix conP
gregation since 1978, but his self-deprecating humor
never grows old. “Recently, someone asked: Just how

long have you been at the church, and I said, ‘Since the
Carter administration.” A junior high kid standing nearby
said: ‘Who’s Carter?’ he joked as he began sharing the
story of his congregation’s biggest ministry, working with
youth in a neighborhood that is low on the socio-economic scale and mostly minorities.
“We’re grateful for how God has supplied our needs,”
said Whaley, relating how the church has been the recipient of a used van from a California church and another
from Mennonite Mission Network –– which offered the
comment, “You guys are doing foreign missions in your
own neighborhood –– and of donations of cash and free
landscaping from a well-off neighbor who beautifully
restored the 1910 house next door to the church. Craft
fairs and yard sales have also drawn generous donations.
The church also draws spiritual energy from its food
pantry ministry. One Sunday, a guest speaker from one of
the megachurches in the area heard an announcement
requesting more canned goods and offered a regular
monthly cash contribution to help out. “That’s awesome,”
Whaley said. “That enables us to do all kinds of things we
wouldn’t be able to do before.”

Aging leadership and a building that’s somewhat worse
for wear –– hosting many 12-step groups keeps things
hopping –– present challenges for First Mennonite
Phoenix. Yet, in a community 80 percent Hispanic and 8
percent African American –– 90 percent of whose kids
get federal aid for breakfast and lunch –– this otherwise
traditional Mennonite congregation is working cross-culturally to meet the needs of kids with a safe, loving place
to gather, with Christ at the center.
“It’s been interesting to watch the kids in the youth
group grow. We recently played the Billy Graham film
My Hope for Heaven,” Whaley said. “ On viewing it,
two-thirds of the kids had a commitment or recommitment to Christ: 20 or 25 kids. That’s an answer to prayer.”

Wholicare
astor Helen Mfwilwakanda’s ministry has a long herP
itage: her father, now 93, founded Wholicare
Community Missionary Church in 1991. The largely

Congolese and Cameroonian congregation, mainly
French-speaking, joined PSMC nearly four years ago.
“The blessing in our church is young people,”
Mfwilwakanda said, referring especially to the youth who
ably led worship during the February assembly (see cover
photo). “We have put youth ministry and choir together.
They are very committed; they love the Lord, and they
meet every Friday to rehearse, and on Saturday they meet
at 3 p.m. for prayer. If you are young and you learn to
love the Lord at such a young age it is such a blessing in
your life.”
The church has regular women’s meetings and Bible
studies, despite being hampered by having a small rented
chapel where they can meet only on Sunday afternoons.
Still, the church feels challenged to develop its evangelization program. “The need is so great; so many people
need to know about Jesus Christ ... that’s the part that we
need prayer and more support,” she said.
Worship at Wholicare is a very joyful affair and one
Mfwilwakanda hopes more PSMCers can enjoy. “You
see we dance for the Lord; we need to learn here on Earth
how to do it in Heaven,” she says. “We worship full of
energy, full of joy, and we love the Lord and we want to
have you come and visit us.”
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Position available

Mennonite Insurance
Services (Reedley CA)
seeks an outside sales
person. The ideal candidate will be familiar
with Anabaptist churches, have an outgoing
personality, experience
in sales, and knowledge
of personal lines insurance. The company
insures members in
WA, OR, CA and AZ.
Salary commensurate
with experience.
Excellent benefit package. For more information or to apply, contact
jerry@mennoniteinsurance.com

Left, First Mennonite of
Phoenix pastor Al Whaley;
Wholicare pastor Helen
Mfwilwakanda.
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As the Spirit leads
How PSMC folk are living out
their faith in the Southwest

K

PSMC pastors gather
around Daniel at last
summer’s assembly at
Trinity Mennonite
Church to pray for him
and the safety of his
wife and children.
Those prayers have
been answered, at least
in part.

oinonia Mennonite Fellowship in Chandler, Ariz.,
has joyfully welcomed members of the large family belonging to a Rwandan Tutsi refugee originally from Congo, who told his story at last year’s Summer
Assembly of PSMC at Trinity Mennonite Church in
Glendale, Ariz. (His story also appeared in the last issue
of Panorama, under the pseudonym of Daniel to protect
the safety of his children back home.) Daniel’s story is
long and difficult one of exile, arrest, imprisonment and
torture for his work on behalf of Hutus who faced violence, rape and oppression under the government of
Rwanda, as well as his advocacy for fellow refugees in
Burundi. He and his family faced constant threats before
and after his escape to asylum in the U.S. in 2013.
Daniel’s wife and six biological children were reunited
with him in mid-January, however his five other children –– orphans whom the couple adopted when no relatives could be found to take them in –– are still waiting for
paperwork needed to travel to the U.S.
In addition to showering the family with donated
items, Koinonia has established a Refugee Relocation
Fund to help with the costs of bringing over the other children, and a Refugee Family Support Fund to help take
care of the family’s needs in Arizona and in Africa. At a
recent congregational meeting, members unanimously
voted to invest the church’s building fund cash in a house
that will provide for the family’s immediate housing
needs, while also being a sound financial investment.
ouse of Promise Sunnyslope, an outgrowth of
H
Sunnyslope Mennonite Church’s 27-year House of
Refuge ministry to homeless people in Phoenix, got a

boost recently from Everence. The Everence National
Chapter, which includes members from many states, pro-

Volunteers who worked on the House of Promise
project take part in the blessing day in January.
vided a grant to help remodel a home for single women
committed to developing skills to overcome homelessness.
New, more secure windows and doors were installed
on a Phoenix home, and an annex was built to hold a
washer and dryer. Volunteers from Sunnyslope and other
nearby churches supplied the labor for the project, with
Ron Frey, Everence National Chapter board member,
providing supervisory skills. Jim Smith, church relations
representative for Everence, helped organize the effort.
The chapter grant program provides assistance to local
organizations and causes. The grants are made possible
when members purchase many Everence products.
––Adapted from an Everence news release
astor Shoua Moua, of the Hmong Community
P
Church in Fresno, and his wife went on a mission trip
to their native Laos and Thailand in April, financed in part

with a fundraiser that included sister congregation
Mennonite Community. Like most good Mennonite
fundraising efforts, it involved food – specifically sales of
freshly made egg rolls and sticky rice. The two PSMC
congregations, who meet in the same building, have a tradition of sharing meals and food traditions at times such
as a brunch on Easter Sunday.

T

his year’s Pasadena Palm Sunday Peace
Parade, a 13-year tradition founded by
members of Pasadena Mennonite
Church on the eve of the Iraq War, was
focused on the theme of “Restoring the Earth,
Redeeming the City.” Participants from a crosssection of Pasadena faith groups began at a
church in one of the city’s poorest neighborhoods, then walked to its economic heart in the
Paseo Colorado, where they joined in singing,
praying and witnessing publicly to their hopes
for a more just and sustainable city. Worship
dancers formed “living trees” along the parade
route to symbolize the nature of trees in sustaining life and the symbol of Christ’s death on a
“tree.” In partnership with the
Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance, an association of African American pastors, and
First AME Church, some participated in an additional walk to shed light on the recent spate
of tragic police shootings of unarmed African Americans. A vigil was held at the site where
Kendrec McDade, an unarmed black youth, was shot by the Pasadena police in 2012.

Giant puppets and banners draw attention as
the walk proceeds
through the city.

As two ministries fold, their legacy lives on
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Peace & Justice Academy

T

he Peace & Justice Academy, founded by Pasadena Mennonite
Church members Kimberly Medendorp and Randy Christopher,
announced with regret in April that it would be ceasing operations
after this school year. With a highly innovative program and schedule,
low cost, and emphasis on education rooted in Anabaptist values –
including Friday “Peace & Justice Labs” that took students everywhere
from Los Angeles’s skid row to learn more about homelessness to the
faraway source of the city’s drinking water to learn more about caring
for the earth’s limited resources –– PAJA offered a middle/high school
education like no other. It was a remarkable labor of love and faith that
was richly supported by the Pasadena congregation, its board and a host
of excellent part-time teachers. Though deeply appreciated by enrolled
families, it was never able to achieve financial stability.
“When the Peace & Justice Academy was conceived back in 2008 it
was an experiment in hope,” the school’s board said in an April 14 statement. “Since opening our doors in September, 2009, the experiment has
been, in our estimation, an enormous success – a success in every way
except one. We have not been successful in enrolling students to the
school. Based on our projected enrollment of returning students and new
students who have made a commitment, we will not have the revenue
necessary to further sustain the school. At this time the board of directors
has decided to cease operations for the school at the end of May, 2015.”
The school held its final graduation celebration on May 23.
Alumnus Madeleine Cameron was among many who lamented the
school’s demise, writing on PAJA’s Facebook page: “I am sad because
the Peace and Justice Academy was so much MORE than a high school.
It was a community where love, trust, and joy THRIVED. It was a community where I learned what it means to be a person of action in a world
where far too many are paralyzed by the illusion that they can't make a
difference. It was a community where students from middle to high
school learned more about what it means to be an ally to those who are
oppressed and persecuted than most adults learn in their entire lives.
“It was a community where students treated each other with respect
and love, a community where it was ACTUALLY safe to be yourself, a
community where you were accepted not for who you were in the
world, but for who you were in Christ. It was a community where middle schoolers made connections and observations that seemed way
beyond their years, because that's what happens when you let them
know that that's what they are capable of. It was a community where
high schoolers encouraged one another to be examples of leadership and
compassion, and to dream big dreams of making a positive impact on
the world, because that's what happens when the people around them tell
them that ANYTHING is possible with God –– and prove it. It was a
community that just plain turned the entire world upside-down, because
you know what? Sometimes upside-down by the world's standards is
right-side up in God's kingdom. And boy, did we ever turn our world
upside-down. ...
“Some might say that the things were learned were extraordinary, but
I don't think that they were. I just think that the world has lost sight of
what young people have the potential to do when they are nurtured with
wisdom, fed with the bread of life, and encouraged with the knowledge
that they are far more than just another kid who needs to make it through
college.”
Thanking classmates and teachers for all they accomplished at a “little, humble school,” Cameron added that the flame they lit at PAJA
won’t be extinguished, because it “has caught fire in every student, parent and faculty member that has ever walked through the doors of the
Peace and Justice Academy.”

PAJA founders and their students with the final set of yearbooks.

Mennonite Men (PSMC)
he changes went quietly unnoticed at last summer’s PSMC
T
Assembly. The Mennonite Men’s organization in the region virtually no longer exists.

Started by the Pacific District Conference (GC) in the mid-’80s, and
changed to PSMC Men at the 1994 merger of GCs and MCs in the
western states, the organization initially enjoyed great success. Men of
the conference (and some women, too) collected money for new church
startups and seminary scholarships. The men met for breakfast at the
twice a year assemblies to discuss business, progress, and opportunities.
A house was purchased in Elkhart, Ind., to provide housing for students
from the Pacific Northwest and Pacific Southwest who attended AMBS.
A number of churches in the district received as much as $50,000 for
from Mennonite Men USA for startup money to either purchase or build
a church. The money was designated for building costs rather than for
personnel.
But over the years there was less and less participation. Scholarship
money remained available because the house in Elkhart was sold, and
was disbursed to students of the old Pacific District Conference in the
form of housing subsidies. A handful of churches continued to send
money annually. Participating schools were broadened to include the
Mennonite Brethren seminary in Fresno, and Fuller Seminary in
Pasadena. Scholarships were also given to those fulfilling PSMC
requirements for credentialing. Women were also invited to apply for
scholarships.
The organization struggled to find officers, with the result that Arlen
Godshall (president), Sam Chupp (treasurer), and Al Whaley (scholarships) combined enjoyed a good number of years of service. In the
spring of 2014 it was decided by the officers and the PSMC board of
directors to let the conference take over this function.
There is still a sizeable amount in the scholarship fund. It now
appears in the conference budget as a line item. Requests for scholarship
money should now be channeled through Clare Ann Ruth-Heffelbower,
the new conference minister.
For further information on starting a men’s group, study material for
men, of how to get involved with Mennonite Men USA & Canada, visit
www.mennonitemen.org. You can also like us on Facebook.
–– Release by Al Whaley, Arlen Godshall and Sam Chupp
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What’s the scoop?
People and events

T

he 48th annual West Coast Mennonite Relief
Sale and Auction, held April 10-11, raised more
than $175,000 this year. Held on the grounds of
Fresno Pacific University, it featured the sale of more than
500 quilts — including at least one auctioned off for
$5,000. In addition, 17 food booths representing six cultures served the appetites of thousands of visitors.
Traditionalists enjoyed 4,000 verenika (dumplings with
meat gravy) and 350 dozen zwieback (“twice baked”
buns). Individuals, families and Mennonite Brethren and
Mennonite Church congregations, along with FPU student, faculty and staff volunteers, came together to put on
the sale, which benefits the relief, development and peacemaking efforts of Mennonite Central Committee. Next
year’s sale is set for April 1-2.
The Southern California Festival and Sale, May 1516, generated more than $84,000, bringing the total raised
for Mennonite Central Committee since the Upland sale’s
inception to $1 million. The multicultural flavor of
Southern California supporting churches was reflected in
the food offerings, which included Salvadoran tamales,
carne asada and suya chicken in addition to barbecue and
a make-your-own-omelette breakfast.
ate Yoder began serving as West Coast MCC
N
executive director June 1, based in Reedley, Calif.
Son of a Mennonite pastor, Yoder was born in Alabama

Nate Yoder

AP (Global Anabaptist Peacebuilders) Summer
G
Institute will once again bring together students
aged 18 to 26 from across the country this summer for a

week of on-site courses in California’s Central Valley,
engaging in important questions from theological, economic and environmental perspectives. Field trips, activities and hands-on experiences June 18-26 bring learning
to life on topics such as Care for Creation, Migration and
Resettlement, Food Security and Restorative Justice.
GAP is sponsored by Fresno Pacific University and
Mennonite Central Committee. For more information,
visit gap.mcc.org.

Every little bit helps when
it comes to MCC relief
sales. Pasadena
Mennonite Church kids,
for example, gathered
coins for six weeks ahead
and contributed $389.19
toward feeding Syrian and
Iraqi families. Right, the
My Coins Count booth at
the SoCal sale.

The beautiful handmade
quilt that helped the SoCal
sale tip the $1 million mark.

Cup of Coffee) Café and the Mennonite Quilt Center,
both in Reedley.
– From a report by Krystal Klaassen

and raised in central Ohio. He has a master of divinity
degree from Asbury Theological Seminary and a doctorate of ministry with a focus on para-church executive
leadership at Denver Seminary. He served as a pastor for
14 years at Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches.
West Coast MCC board chair Sunoko Lin, who pastors
PSMC congregation Maranatha Christian Fellowship,
said this regional leadership role, working with a diverse
group of churches, uniquely prepared Yoder for the MCC
position. Yoder said he is excited about joining the leadership team and working to expand the good work of MCC
in the region, in the U.S. and internationally.
Yoder will oversee a staff of 11 people relating to
Anabaptist congregations in nine states and carrying out
regional work especially focused on restorative justice,
immigration services and education and border peace
building. West Coast MCC, one of four regional MCC
offices in the U.S., also operates the MCC (More than a

amp Keola is
C
gearing up for
another wonderful

summer, high in
California’s Sierra
Nevada, on the shores
of Huntington Lake. A
Vacation Camp is
scheduled for July 9-11,
Junior and Junior High
Camp July 12-18, and
High School Camp
July 19-25. This year’s
theme is Raise Your
Sail. In the same way
you must raise the sail of a boat to experience the power
of the wind, Keola will be focusing on how we can “raise
our sails” to experience the power of connecting with
Christ. Camp Keola is a bargain, and even more so for
first-time campers, who get a $50 discount, and those
who bring a friend for the first time, who get a $75 discount. Later in fall, there’s a family camp Sept. 4-7, and a
Quilter’s Camp Oct. 7-11. Camp Keola is owned and
operated by the Pacific Southwest Mennonite Retreat
Ministries, whose purpose is to develop, promote and
facilitate excellent, wholesome retreat programs in the
Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference that help draw
people closer to Jesus Christ and to each other. For more
information, visit www.campkeola.org/.
opi Mission School, an outgrowth of Mennonite
H
mission on the Hopi Reservation in Arizona, may
need to close for the coming year after a period of turmoil,

reports First Mennonite Church of Phoenix pastor Al
Whaley, who has served in recent years as PSMC’s representative to the school and chair of the Hopi Mission
School Foundation board (the school’s fundraising arm).
In a recent e-Update to PSMC churches, Whaley
explained some of the background to the school:
Mission work on the Hopi Reservation dates back to
1893. The Hopi are a peaceful people and allowed
the Mennonites to come in because of the Mennonites’
position on peace. Still, over the years there was a lot of
turbulence and cultural clash. Hopi Mission School was
started in 1951 to help meet the need for a quality education for Hopi children. Though the government school
was free and HMS charged a small tuition, parents were
willing to pay because of the quality of education.

The original work was fully funded by the General
Conference Mennonites as a foreign mission (Arizona did
not become a state until 1912). This changed in
the ’80s, when the school was weaned off subsidy and
became independent. In the late ’90s, Gary Franz was
approached to raise funds for the school through the HMS
Foundation Board. The foundation raised money for
school improvements, teacher housing and a beautiful
gymnasium that has been used for large tribal gatherings.
New problems started to arise several years ago with
a new administrator. Mennonite Voluntary
Service (MVS), which supplied the bulk of the teachers,
was not paid the school’s portion of the teachers’
salaries. Although MVS forgave a large portion of the
school’s indebtedness, the school refused to do further
business with MVS. Teachers’ salaries were arbitrarily
reduced by about 50%, even though money was given to
the school and designated for salaries. Large bills have
been left unpaid for years at a time. The relationship with
the Foundation Board went sour and the Foundation was
asked not to raise funds any longer. The administration
has refused to be accountable to anyone but its own
board.
PSMC has never had a formal relationship with HMS,
but interested people and churches have invested time,
energy and money in the school. What happens next is up
to MC USA, which has the original treaty signed by the
Hopi tribe and President Calvin Coolidge in the 1920s. It
is possible the school and the 40 acres on which it sits will
simply be given back to the Hopi tribe.

F

undraising efforts have been going pell mell in some
PSMC congregations as teens work toward getting to
the Mennonite Church USA Youth Convention in
Kansas City in July.
Mennonite Community youth in Fresno invited congregants to participate in Cook For Cash. Good cooks
could volunteer to produce a special dish for up to eight
people; guests then paid $25 for the privilege of enjoying
a fine meal while supporting youth travel to the convention. The youth also held a chili cook-off and a “boutique” and silent auction that included dinners, baked
goods, vintage jewellery and even a sailboat cruise with a
minimum bid of $350.
Youth at Koinonia Fellowship in Chandler, Ariz.,
have been busy fundraising too, including a silent auction/games night, recycling aluminum cans and a chili
cook-off.
Youth work can
get you into
sticky situations.
Shalom
Mennonite
Sunday school
teacher David got
duct-taped to a
wall by teens as
part of a goofy
fund-raiser for
travel to the youth
convention. A
poster behind him
depicts the long
road to Kansas
City.

cott Peterson took up
S
the position of associate pastor at Trinity

Mennonite Church in
November. He serves as a
ministry organizer, spiritual
leader, service coordinator
and cultivator of a discipleship culture at the Glendale,
Ariz., church.
Jeremy Kempf, right,
music minister at Trinity,
shared first place with two
other composers in the
Anabaptist Songwriting
Challenge this spring.
Mountain States Mennonite
Conference sponsored the
competition “to promote the
musical arts among among
Mennonite Church USA
constituents and to broaden
the musical spectrum of
Mennonite congregational/communal music.”
The judges were looking for “new songs with lyrics
that espouse Anabaptist/Mennonite values (e.g. non-violence, love for enemy, reconciliation, communal life, etc.),
musically spanning from traditional forms to nontraditional genres, styles and cultural expressions.”
Kempf’s “True Evangelical Faith” will be included in a
digital songbook of the top 10 submissions. You can listen to a clip at soundcloud.com/mennonite-church-usa/
true-evangelical-faith
Trinity also has a lot to be proud of in Goshen, Ind.,
where several of its young people have been students at
Goshen College this year. Hayley Mann, a molecular
biology/biochemistry major from Scottsdale, was recognized on the spring semester dean’s list at Goshen College
and is participating in a study-service term in Peru this
summer. Also on the dean’s list was fellow Trinity attender Timothy Litwiller, a communications major from
Peoria, Ariz., one of 13 Goshen students to earn awards in
the Indiana Association of School Broadcasting’s college
broadcasting competition. Nicholas Schwartz graduated
in April with a major in informatics, along with Evette
Yoder, a psychology major from Phoenix, and Erin
Kilmer, a nursing major from Glendale. Ali Zuercher, a
Hesston College freshman from Trinity, was named to
the Dean's List for the spring 2015 semester.
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June 19-21
Pacific Southwest
Mennonite
Conference Summer
Assembly
Fresno, Calif.
Youth Gathering
at Camp Keola

June 30-July 5
Mennonite Church
USA biennial
convention
Kansas City

July 9-11,
Camp Keola Vacation
Camp
July 12-18, 20
Camp Keola
Junior/Junior High
Camp
July 19-25
Camp Keola High
School Camp

ore student news: Aaron Graber, of Los Gatos,
M
Calif., a biology major who attends First
Mennonite Church of San Francisco, is participating in

a Goshen study-service term in Nicaraguara this summer.

os Angeles Faith Chapel has a new home, after what
L
Pastor Grace Pam describes as a “painful, emotionally
crushing” loss of the congregation’s building in a foreclo-

sure last year. After meeting in a backyard for some time,
the congregation has moved to a purpose-built church
building a couple of miles away at 10216 S. Denker Ave.,
on a rent-to-own basis. Pam says she is grateful to God
“for His goodness and mercy,” and for giving her and
other leaders of the congregation the strength to persevere
in the face of ongoing challenges. The congregation
would appreciate prayer.

July 21-26
Mennonite World
Conference
global assembly
Harrisburg, Pa.

P a n o r a m a
10

Gallery: Snapshots from

Mennonite
Community
(Fresno) held its
annual post-Easter
celebration of “holy
humor” on April 12.
Folks were invited
to wear “play clothing” for a service of
joy and laughter.
(Young scripture
reader Jason wore
a clown wig!) The
altar table was
laden with sports
gear, including a
colorful sail. Right,
the church enjoys a
joint Easter brunch
with sister church
Hmong Community.
Photos by Duane
Ruth-Heffelbower.

Above, Maranatha Christian Fellowship in Northridge celebrated Chinese New Year with a traditional red envelope
gift to children. Left, Pasadena Mennonite marks
Pentecost under giant “flames” in the fellowship hall; listens to speaker Bert Newton at the Palm Sunday Peace
Parade; and fills a room with donations for the thrift store.

PSMC congregations

Upland Peace Church might just win the prize for most creative use of a church parking lot
for outreach and community building. In April, above left, an outdoor pageant told the story
of the crucifixion, and Easter Sunday, above, was made more joyous with an egg hunt. A
free health fair in May offered blood pressure, blood glucose and cholesterol screening,
vision testing, BMI calculation, and even a “spiritual consultation.”
Right: Carol Rose and Tina Schlabach are officially installed as co-pastors at Shalom
Mennonite Fellowship in Tucson in May.
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We’re on
YouTube!
Would your congregation like
to share something about
your church and ministries
with other congregations
around the Pacific
Southwest? Do you have a
program you would like to
highlight? PSMC has a
YouTube channel that we’d
like to use to publicize what
you’re up to and help PSMC
churches get to know one
another better. If you’d like to
share a short video clip with
the rest of us, please email it
to agneschigoji@
pacificsouthwest.org .

We’re on
Facebook!
Add Pacific Southwest
Mennonite Conference to
your newsfeed and invite others to join, too. PSMC has an
open group, so you can
contribute your own thoughts
and church news. You can
also “like” our Full Circle Thrift
Store page.

Hearty thanks, but not a goodbye for Dick Davis

‘O

ne thing I’ve always been
amazed about is how God
sends the right person for
the right time, and I think that’s what
Dick has been,” former moderator Brian
Fry said at the February assembly of the
Pacific Southwest conference, paying
tribute to the outgoing conference minister. “After PSMC had just gone through
a very painful leadership change, Dick
Davis came on board in a real crisis situation, and in this environment of tension
and mistrust, Dick brought a cheerful
and non-anxious process. He listened
very thoughtfully without imposing his
own demands on the situation.
“With a long trail of broken relationBrian Fry, Femi Fatunmbi and wife Marla look on as Dick Davis speaks.
ships within the conference, he challenged churches we were afraid would
leave us to stay, and he invited many peodenomination, including ensuring there was a representaple who ove the years had kind of separated from relationtive for the California-based African Belizean Caribbean
ship to the conference to engage (again). After a lot of
Mennonite Mission Association on the national
years of roadblocks put up against Mennonite Church
Constituency Leaders Council (Grace Pam).
USA, saying ‘stay out of our backyard,’ Dick sent a green
“For nurturing pastors and ministering to us and being
light and said, ‘We’re not the same PSMC you’re used to.
there to troubleshoot the numerous problems, your
We’re now open for business.’ So for me, Dick’s time of
patience with our little crises and all the ways you pushed
service to PSMC has signified the start of a rebuilding, a
the conference forward –– I want to say with all of our
reconnecting and a reimagining of what PSMC is and can
hearts we are very grateful,” Fatunmbi said.
become.”
Davis publicly thanked wife Marla, his partner in minDavis retired officially at the end of 2014, but has conistry for 38 years, and reflected on the ways his previous
tinued to work as a grassroots, pickup-driving volunteer
teaching, peace work and pastoring had prepared him for
with the biggest project begun during this tenure of three
his ministry with PSMC. He recalled being told by an
and a half years –– the creation of a thrift store as the first
instructor in a yoga class –– a post-retirement pursuit ––
step toward establishing a firm financial footing for an
to use a wall in one exercise to provide supportive resisAnabaptist Resource Center in California.
tance. “Challenges in life are like that wall; they strength“To walk with Dick has been a tremendous time of
en us so we can do what God is calling us to do. We are in
understanding of each other,” current moderator Femi
that place today, within our conference and our church:
Fatunmbi said of the many hours they have put in togethWhat will we do with that resistance that we all feel from
er, often crisscrossing the broad territory that is PSMC.
various directions? Will we see it as something we want
He reflected on the big workload Davis willingly took on,
to run away from, or as something that God is using to
and his nurturing of new mission efforts such as the
strengthen us for who we will become as God’s people,
ReconciliAsian ministry founded by PSMC pastors Hyun
as PSMC and Mennonite Church USA? We can’t be
and Sue Park Hur. Davis’s efforts, he noted, are building
who we desire to be without some form of resistance
connections well beyond California, Arizona and Nevada,
pushing us back. That’s not a bad thing. What’s bad is
to Korea and Nigeria, for example, and with the broader
when we start cussing and griping at each other. What’s
good is if we can do what we are called to be as Christian
people, and that is love each other.”
Moderator Femi Fatunmbi and former conference ministers Al Whaley and
Stanley Friesen offered prayers for incoming conference minister Clare
Ann Ruth-Heffelbower at the February assembly at Maranatha Christian
Fellowship in Northridge, Calif.
“I’m excited about being here, being back in this wonderfully diverse conference,” she told delegates. “It’s not easy to be the church when we’re
spread out geographically, culturally and theologically, but I believe God
makes a way for us. My sense of what we are called to do and be at this
point is to be a model of what God's kingdom can look like. My prayer for
us is that we can learn to bridge those differences, build those strong relationships that will help us being a shining light of what God can do. And I
invite your prayers for me and the conference as we move on from here.”

Mission beyond our borders: two stories
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I

mmigration is one of those fraught issues in which the
stories of real people often get lost in statistics, politics
and controversy. But when they find ways to share
their stories and resources, individuals and congregations
can make a real difference for at least of few of those who
suffer in the middle. Tina Schlabach, co-pastor of Shalom
Mennonite Fellowship in Tucson, illustrated that point
powerfully at the February assembly of PSMC.
Schlabach is part of a local group called Casa
Mariposa that visits people living in immigration detention. Immigration detention prisons are all over the U.S.,
holding about 34,000 migrants at any given time in an
attempt to ensure they appear before an immigration
judge when their case comes up. People may be there for
days or months. Because they have no idea when they
might be released, detention takes a big toll, emotionally
and spiritually.
Volunteers in Tucson go to a local detention center
every week, "to assure them they're not forgotten," says
Schlabach.
Two of the people she was visiting last summer, a
woman from Honduras who had fled domestic violence
and a man from Mexico who had a wire and daughters in
Tucson, had been granted a bond, meaning if they could
raise a large sum –– $5,000 and $7,000 respectively –––
they could be released to await their hearing.
“Maricella” (names have been changed), “in her quiet
way, said, 'I've got a bond. I don't know how I'm going to
pay it, but God will hep me somehow.' She never asked
me for anything."
“Raul” sent a letter. “He zeroed in on me, that I was
going to help him out, that I was going to raise the $5000
bond," Schlabach recalled. Despite her repeated statements that she had no way to do that, that even if she
could it wouldn't be fair to others in the same situation, he
kept begging, sometimes calling several times a day.
At the time, there was a nationally publicized crisis as a
flood of Central American children were arriving at the
border, fleeing violence and poverty. Schlabach was
among the volunteers who spent time providing assistance at the local bus station, where immigration authorities were dumping women and children on their way to
connections elsewhere in the country. The Tucson church
was getting calls from churches across the country asking
how they could help. One came from Evanston (Ill.)
Mennonite church, which had the proceeds of a building
sale and hoped to use some of that money to help migrant
kids. Schlabach told Pastor Mitchell Brown that because
the children were under the government's care, "we can't
help these children” until they reached their final destination somewhere in the U.S. However, she added: “there's
a couple of people I'm visiting in detention who have this
bond, and I know this is not what your congregation
wanted to do ... but this is a need."
“The following week he called back and said: ‘We
decided we want to do it. We want to bond them out."
"I got to do one of the most exciting things i've ever
done, which was to go to the ICE office and become the
guarantor of these bonds," Schlabach said. First Raul, then
picking him up and driving him home to be reunited with
his family. When the second check came for Maricela’s
bond, I waited for her clearance. She came out of two sets

Maricela, left, and Raul, right (with his reunited family) were helped through a
collaboration with an Illinois church.
of locked doors, with about 10 others released that day, carrying a plastic bag of the few
belongings she arrived with. There was a lot of tears. The drive home, you wouldn't
believe.”
The bond money may be returned as the detainees meet their court commitments
and their cases are settled over time. If so, it may go into a revolving fund to help other
detainees with their bond fees –– a possibility Schlabach and the Evanston congregation
are exploring, according to a release from Mennonite Church USA.
All this came about, Schlabach said, “Because one church said: That's something we
can do. When we tell our stories to each other that’s what happens –– we hear something
that resonates within us, and we share what we need, and sometimes someone at the table
says, I think thats something we can do, and lives are changed.”
yun and Sue Park Hur, pastors at Mountain View Mennonite and founders of the
H
ReconciliAsian ministry in Southern California, are urging PSMC congregations to
be active encouragers of the fledgling Mennonite conference in South Korea. In the sum-

mer of 2013, three Korean pastors who have become Anabaptists, two of them solely
through reading, came to California to get some training. Two returned to Korea and
planted churches; the third became the leader of the new Korean Anabaptist circle, which
is in the process of forming a Korean Mennonite conference and building a church metwork.
“They feel isolated in this conviction, which is really different from what a lot of other
churches believe, so they really need our support,” Sue told delegates at the February
PSMC assembly in Northridge. “We kind of commissioned them and sent them, and
that’s about it. So if you would like to encourage them, please let us know. We would
love to help you encourage them with letters, words of affirmation, little videos that say,
‘Yay! We’re praying for you!’ Those would be tremendous for them. Financially they’re
very strapped and socially they feel isolated from other Christian pastors. So please pray
for them.”
For more
information on
how you can
support the
Korean pastors
or to learn more
about the ongoing work of
ReconciliAsian
visit
reconciliasian.
com, or email
reconciliasian@
gmail.com
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PSMC contacts
Moderator
Femi Fatunmbi
moderator@
pacificsouthwest.org
323-759-6608

Conference Minister
Clare Ann Ruth-Heffelbower
559-281-5664
clareann@
pacificsouthwest.org

Minister of Mission
David Gray

510-775-4231
davidgray@
pacificsouthwest.org
Menno Media
Resource Advocate
Barbara Ewy
abewy@cvip.net

Conference Office
379 N. Campus Ave.
Upland, CA 91786
agneschigoji@
pacificsouthwest.org
909-243-5003

Panorama
panorama@
pacificsouthwest.org
905-829-9640

PSMC Website: www.
pacificsouthwest.org
Facebook:
https://facebook.com/
PacificSouthwest
MennoniteConference

News you can use:

Resources for congregations

I

mmigration – The
word is tossed
around and debated
in our media, government, classrooms,
and churches. What
are the basic facts about U.S. immigration? Who are the
people involved? What does the Bible have to say to us
as Christians about immigration? What role might we fill
as Anabaptists within this age-old challenge? These
questions and more are unpacked in the Bible study,
Radical Hospitality: responding to the issue of immigration. This free resource is specifically designed to be flexible and accessible –– all materials are available below
for download and the curriculum can be customized to
meet your group's needs. The core curriculum is based
on 5 videos (each 15-20 minutes) with the accompanying
Resource Guide. This resource is ideal for adult Sunday
School classes, small fellowship groups, weekend adult
Bible Schools, and congregational in- services. To learn
more, visit mennoniteusa.org/what-wedo/immigration/radical-hospitality-discussion-guide/
ow can women support
H
each other with compassion? How can women be pre-

sent with each other when making life transitions? Terri J.
Plank Brenneman, PhD, takes a
look at these and other scenarios in the latest women’s Bible
study guide, Practicing
Presence. Jointly commissioned by Mennonite Women
Canada and Mennonite
Women USA, the Bible study
guides are written annually and provide solid resourcing
for women’s groups, retreats, and inspirational readings.
In Practicing Presence, Brenneman examines Scripture
and its meaning alongside present-day realities, to encourage women to be a companioning presence with each
other. Biblical characters provide illustration and are
examined to learn how women can best show care, con-

cern, and presence. Twelve sessions highlight topics such
as the creation story of God as a loving creator, loving
God and others as ourselves, Jesus and Mary grieving
when Lazarus died, and Ruth being present with Naomi
during a transition to a new homeland, among others. A
13th session is designed as a worship service. Brenneman
is a clinical psychologist and the writer of a previous
women’s Bible study guide, Wonderfully Made: Women,
Faith, and Self-Care. IThe book is available for $8.99
from MennoMedia at www.MennoMedia.org
hy do people sometimes
W
feel empty, estranged,
and cynical? Many of us have

tired of the pat answers that the
church and religion have provided for our questions about
faith and meaning in life. We
know there’s more — and we
stand on the cusp of spiritual
awakening, longing to reshape
our connection with God. In
The Spacious Heart, authors
Don Clymer and Sharon
Clymer Landis weave together theological reflection and
story, serving as guides who have walked this unsettling
journey, and gently give permission for readers to ask the
hard questions to ultimately have greater intimacy and
connection with God, themselves, and others. This book
helps those seeking greater intimacy and connection with
God — those who know in their hearts that there is something more than the structures of church and religion, who
are ready to explore something deeper. The book and a
study guide are available through mennomedia.org .
ooking for a conL
cise resource that
explores the theme of

peace in the Bible? The
Peace and Justice
Support Network has
an online series called
“Peace in the Bible” that examines the call to peace from
Genesis to Revelation – perfect for a Sunday School or
small group study. Visit http://tinyurl.com/m7j9muy

Support for PSMC
Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference gathers California, Arizona
and Nevada churches in partnership for leadership, mission and
congregational relationships. Giving by
congregations and individuals ensures that conference
ministers are funded, mission activities flourish, and resources are
available for church nurture. Donations may be made via PayPal at
www.pacificsouthwest.org/donate, or mail to: PO Box 39038,
Phoenix, AZ 85069

