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June 13, 2020
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Approval of Minutes
Acceptance of new member churches
• All Souls Christian Center, Los Angeles
• Church of the Sojourners, San Francisco
Bylaw amendments
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Full Circle Thrift
Full Circle Project
Discussion & Announcements
PSMC Gathering (Zoom) – September 18-19
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PSMC Delegate Session
Minutes
June 1, 2019
Update from Moderator and Conference Minister
Moderator Kathi Oswald welcomed the delegates. PSMC Board members were introduced.
Board activity from the last year was summarized.
Executive Conference Minister Clare Ann Ruth-Heffelbower described the new standing
committees that will be formed in the coming year. These include a Faith Formation
Committee, Full Circle Project Committee and a Stewardship Committee.

Kathi shared Clare Ann’s letter of resignation effective December 31, 2019. Clare Ann has
indicated that she is willing to continue through June, 2020 if necessary for a smooth
transition to a new Executive Conference Minister.

Kathi also shared that beginning July 1 the Full Circle Project Director position will be a ½
time position.
Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the 2018 Delegate Assembly were review and approved.

Gift Discernment Report
Moderator elect Art Montoya presented the Gift Discernment report (attached). Delegate
unanimously approved the report.

Financial Report/Budget
Treasurer Barbara Boldt gave a financial update. The May 2019 Balance Sheet and Income
& Expense Budget Performance reports are attached.

Full Circle Thrift Report
Don Linscheid and Helen Mfwilwakanda, members of the PSMC Board and the Full Circle
Thrift Oversight Board reported on activities of the thrift store. It has been doing better
than expected, allowing PSMC to increase Kate Wentland’s time as Full Circle Project
Director. The store has also made a positive impact on the Altadena/Pasadena community.
Full Circle Project Report
Kate Wentland reported on activities of Full Circle Project during this past year. These
activities included a Dove’s Nest workshop for child safety training, a Forum for Latino
Church Planting, immigration workshops, presentations by Sarah Augustine of the
Dismantling the Doctrine of Discovery Coalition, and hosting a presentation of the Beating
Guns tour with Shane Claiborne and Mike Martin at Full Circle Thrift.
Submitted by Tina Schlabach, Secretary
Recorded by Clare Ann Ruth-Heffelbower
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Bylaws of
Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference
Article I. Offices
Section 1.01 Name. The name of the corporation shall be PACIFIC SOUTHWEST
MENNONITE CONFERENCE.
Section 1.02 Principal Office. The principal office of Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference
(hereafter "Conference") shall be located at 379 N. Campus Ave., Upland, CA 91786. The
Board of Directors may change the address of the principal office. Any such change shall be
noted in these Bylaws, but shall not constitute an amendment to these Bylaws.
Section 1.03 Affiliation. The Conference shall be a member of Mennonite Church USA, or its
successor.
Article II. Members
Section 2.01 Eligibility. The Members of the Conference are churches. Member Churches are
entitled to one voting delegate for each 25 members of the church or fraction thereof. Member
Churches may be admitted by the Delegate Body, upon recommendation by the Board, upon
application in the form prescribed by the Board.
Section 2.02 Rights and Duties. Memberships are non-assessable. Memberships may not be
assigned. The Board shall maintain a record of Member Churches which shall be open to
inspection by the representative of any Member Church during normal business hours at the
principal office of the Conference, upon five days written notice to the Board stating the reason
for the inspection. Member Churches of the Conference shall not be liable, solely because of
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such Membership, for the debts of the Conference. The voting power of a Member Church is
exercised by delegates designated by the Member Church. Each Member Church is entitled to
one delegate for each twenty-five of its members, or fraction thereof. Such delegates shall be
members of the Member Church. All ordained or licensed ministers, whose ministerial
credentials have been recognized by the Conference, and who are under assignment to a Member
Church, are voting delegates at meetings of Member Churches in addition to any voting
delegates a Church may have by virtue of the number of its members.
Section 2.03 Termination. Any Church's membership shall terminate on the occurrence of any of
the following: 1. voluntary resignation approved by a majority of the members of a Member
Church, following a process consistent with Matthew 18:15-20 conducted by the officers of the
Conference and the Member Church; 2. dissolution; 3. a vote by two-thirds of the Board to
terminate the Membership after 90 days written notice to the Member Church of the Board's
intention to so act, and ratification by the delegate body at the next meeting of delegates. The
Board shall adopt and publish to the Member Churches a policy regarding termination of
Memberships which shall be followed until amended by the Board, which amendments shall be
published to the Member Churches 90 days prior to use of any changed provisions. Publication
to the Member Churches shall be in writing distributed as provided in Section 2.05, and shall be
deemed received when sent to the address of the Member Church on the official records of the
Conference.
Section 2.04 Meetings. Meetings of the Member Churches shall be held at such place as may be
determined by the Board from time to time. The Member Churches shall meet annually at a time
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set by the Board, for purposes of electing Directors and transacting such other business as may
properly come before the meetings. Notice of regular meetings shall be given as set out in
Section 2.05 at least 30 days prior to the meeting. Special meetings of the Member Churches
may be called by the Board and shall be called by the Board within 45 days upon written request
by 25% or more of the Member Churches for the purposes set out in such request. Notice of such
special meetings shall be sent to all Member Churches at least eight weeks prior to such meeting,
and within seven days of receipt of the written request for such meeting specified above. Notice
of a meeting may be waived in a writing signed by all Member Churches. All Member Churches
entitled to votes at the time meeting notices are sent shall be entitled to vote at such meeting
unless they have dissolved or voluntarily resigned. When approved by the Board, delegates may
attend meetings of Member Churches by electronic means.
Section 2.05 Notices. Notices to Member Churches shall be in writing and, either posted
electronically (with electronic notice to Member Churches to the address shown on the
Conference records), or mailed by first class mail to the address shown on the Conference
records, unless other methods of notice are provided in these Bylaws. The notice shall include
the date, place and time of the meeting, list those matters to come before the meeting, and name
any nominees for offices. Mailed notice is deemed given when mailed or sent. The transactions
of any meeting, however called or noticed, shall be valid if, either before or after the meeting, all
Member Churches sign a written waiver of notice, a consent to holding of the meeting, and a
copy of the minutes of the meeting.
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Section 2.06 Quorum. The delegates present at a duly noticed meeting of the Member Churches
constitutes a quorum for the transaction of business. The quorum shall not be lost by the
withdrawal of delegates prior to adjournment. Any meeting may be adjourned by a majority vote
of the delegates present. There shall be no proxies.
Section 2.07 Ballots. Election of Directors shall be by written ballot. Any other vote may be by
written ballot at the discretion of the Chairperson of the meeting, or upon request by five percent
or more of the delegates present.
Section 2.08 Conduct of Meetings. The Moderator shall preside at meetings of the Member
Churches. As directed by the Moderator, or in the Moderator's absence, the Moderator Elect shall
preside. If the Moderator Elect is also absent, the Board shall appoint another person to preside.
The Secretary of the Board shall act as Secretary of all delegate meetings of Member
Churches. In the Secretary's absence the Chairperson of the meeting shall appoint a substitute.
Robert's Rules of Order as amended from time to time shall govern the meetings of Member
Churches to the extent they do not conflict with the Articles of Incorporation, these Bylaws or
law. The Chairperson shall appoint a parliamentarian to advise the chairperson and tellers to
receive and count ballot votes at any meeting of Member Churches.
Article III. Board of Directors
Section 3.01 Number of Directors. The Conference shall have 10 Directors. The Directors shall
constitute the Board of Directors ("Board" herein). The four officers of the conference, the three
directors elected from regions and the chairperson of the Pastoral Leadership Committee are
elected by the delegates as set out below. Additionally, theThe Board appoints one person from
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the Full Circle Thrift Shop board, the Full Circle Project Committee, and the Pacific Southwest
Retreat Ministries, Inc. board as a director of PSMC. The position of appointed Directors
becomes vacant if they cease to be a member of the board or committee from which they were
appointed. The Board appoints two at-large directors as needed to bring regional, racial-ethnic,
age, gender or other balance to the board.
Section 3.02 Qualifications. All Directors shall be members of Member Churches. If a Director
ceases to be a member of a Member Church, his or her position becomes vacant. The Directors
shall hold office for the term of two three years, and until their successor is elected or appointed.
Directors may serve no more than three two consecutive full elective or appointive terms in the
same position. The Conference is divided into three geographic regions: the State of Arizona,
Northern
California and Southern California. Northern California is that part of the State of California
north of a line drawn from Point Conception to the intersection of the thirty-fifth Parallel and
Interstate 5 and thence easterly along the thirty-fifth parallel. Southern
California is that part of the State of California south of such line.1 Churches not located in
California or Arizona applying for membership will be assigned by the Board, in consultation
with the church, to one of the three regions as part of the membership process. Each of the three
regions will be represented by a director who is a member of a Member Church of that region

1

The thirty-fifth parallel approximately follows a line connecting the intersection of Interstate 5
and State Route 99 with the point of intersection of California, Nevada and Arizona. It touches
the south side of Mojave and is a few miles north of Barstow California. The line is angled south
of the thirty-fifth parallel to properly align with the north-south inclinations of the coastal
communities.
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and is elected by the delegates to represent the region. In the event that one of these Directors
ceases to be a member of a Member Church of the region from which they were elected their
position becomes vacant.
Section 3.03 Nomination. Nomination of Directors shall be in the manner prescribed by the
Board from time to time. The method of nomination shall be published to the Member Churches.
Section 3.04 Election. Three regional Directors, theThe chairperson of the Pastoral Leadership
Committee and the four officers, shall be elected at annual meetings of the Conference.
Delegates may cast one vote for each vacancy. There shall be no cumulative voting. The Board
may designate certain nominees for certain vacancies. The persons receiving the highest number
of votes for each vacancy are elected to the Board. Run-off elections shall be used to resolve ties.
Directors shall serve without compensation. The Conference may reimburse Directors for actual
expenses incurred in performing their duties. Appointed Directors shall be selected as provided
above.
Section 3.05 Meetings. A regular meeting of the Board shall be held without notice on the dates
and times set by the Board from time to time at such place as the Board may determine. Any
officer or any two Directors may call a special meeting of the Board by giving personal notice to
each other Director orally at least ten days before the special meeting or by giving written notice
mailed fifteen days prior to the time scheduled for the special meeting. Such notice shall include
the purpose of the meeting. The actions taken at any meeting of the Directors shall be valid
without notice if, either before or after the meeting, all Directors sign a written waiver of notice,
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consent to the meeting, and the minutes of the meeting. The Moderator shall preside at meetings
of the Board, or, in the Moderator's absence, the Moderator Elect shall preside. If the
Moderator Elect is also absent, the Board shall designate a Chairperson. A majority of the
Directors then serving constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. A majority of the
Directors present may adjourn a meeting to another time, with notice being given to Directors
not present at the time of the adjournment. Such notice may be given in person or mailed ten
days before the meeting. Meetings of the Board may be held through electronic means.
Section 3.06 Removal. The Board may remove a Director who has been declared of unsound
mind by final order of a court, who has been convicted of a felony while serving on the Board, or
who has failed to attend three consecutive meetings of the Board, by a vote of two-thirds or more
of those Directors present at the meeting. The Board may, by a vote of two-thirds or more of the
other Directors present at the meeting, remove a Director without cause. Notice of intention to
move for such removal without cause must be given to all Directors in writing mailed two weeks
prior to the time scheduled for the meeting at which such action is proposed to be taken. The
Member Churches may remove a Director without cause by a two-thirds vote to do so of the
delegates present at a special meeting of Member Churches called for that purpose as set out in
section 2.04. Any such removal by the Member Churches shall disqualify a person from being a
Director for a five year period.
Section 3.07 Resignation. A Director may resign by giving written notice to an officer of the
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Conference. Resignations shall be effective upon receipt, unless such resignation would leave the
Conference with no Director, in which case it shall not be effective until another Director has
taken office.
Section 3.08 Vacancies. Vacancies on the Board shall exist upon death, resignation or removal of
a Director, upon a Director's ceasing to be a member of a Member Church, upon increase in the
authorized number of Directors or upon the failure of the Member Churches to fill a vacancy at
an annual meeting. A majority of the Directors remaining in office, or the sole remaining
Director, may fill such vacancies by appointment.
Section 3.09 Conference Minister. The Board shall employ an Executive Conference Minister
who serves as Chief Executive Officer of the Conference, having supervision, direction and
control of all its activities, subject to the control of the Board. The Conference Minister is hereby
granted the right to vote or execute a proxy to vote shares of stock, bonds, debentures or other
evidences of indebtedness of other corporations held by the Conference. The Conference
Minister shall have such other duties as are assigned by the Board from time to time.

Article IV. Officers
Section 4.01 Number and Titles. The officers of the Conference shall be Moderator,
Moderator Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer. The Moderator is the presiding officer of the
Conference. Officers also serve as Directors, and are subject to the provisions of Article III of
these Bylaws regarding Directors except as specifically altered in this Article IV. No person may
hold more than one office. No more than two officers may reside in any one of the three regions
described above in Article III. The officers shall be elected for two-year terms by the Delegates

Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference Annual Gathering - June 13, 2020

Page 12 of 42

at the annual meeting. At the conclusion of his or her two-year term, the Moderator Elect
becomes Moderator without further action by the members.
Section 4.02 Duties of the Moderator. The Moderator shall preside at all meetings of the Board
or the Member Churches, The Moderator shall have such other and further duties as may be
required by law, these Bylaws, the Articles, or as may be assigned by the Board. The Moderator
is a non-voting ex officio member of all committees of the Conference.
Section 4.03 Duties of the Moderator Elect. The Moderator Elect shall preside over meetings of
the Board and the Member Churches in the Moderator's absence and shall have such other duties
as may be assigned by the Moderator from time to time. The Moderator Elect serves as Acting
Moderator during the Moderator's incapacity, as determined by the Board.
Section 4.04 Duties of the Secretary. The Secretary shall keep, or cause to be kept, at the
principal office of the Conference, minutes of the meetings of the Board and the Member
Churches, and shall perform such other and further duties as may be required by law, these
Bylaws, the Articles, or as may be assigned by the Board.
Section 4.05 Duties of the Treasurer. The Treasurer is the Chief Financial Officer of the
Corporation. The Treasurer shall keep or cause to be kept adequate and accurate written books of
account of the properties and business transactions of the Conference. The books of account shall
be open to inspection by the Directors, or their designee, at all times. The Treasurer shall deposit
all money and valuables received by the Conference in such depositaries as may be designated
by the Board in the name of and to the credit of the Conference. The treasurer shall disburse the
funds of the Conference in accord with the instructions of the Board and shall render accounts of
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all such transactions and the financial condition of the Conference to the Board on a monthly
basis. The Treasurer shall perform such other and further duties as may be required by law, these
Bylaws, the Articles, or as may be assigned by the Board. The treasurer may be bonded at the
discretion of the Board. The Board may appoint assistant treasurers who are non-voting officers
of the Conference.
Section 4.06 The Executive Committee. The elected Officers of the Conference form the
Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall have charge of the affairs of the
Conference when the Board is not in session. The Moderator is chair of the Executive
Committee. The actions of the Executive Committee shall be presented to the Board for
ratification or nullification by a majority vote at the meeting of the Board following such action.
The Executive Committee serves as the Personnel Committee. The Executive Conference
Minister is responsible to the executive committee. All other paid staff persons of the
Conference are responsible to the Executive Conference Minister. Hiring and retention of staff
persons and setting of terms and conditions of employment shall be determined by the Board
upon recommendation by the Personnel Committee.

Article V. Standing Committees
Section 5.01 Standing Committees. There shall be at least one Standing Committee of the
Conference: the Pastoral Leadership Committee. At its discretion, the Board may appoint other
Standing Committees from time to time to carry out specific work as defined by the Board.
Standing Committees shall be chaired by a member of the Board, appointed by the Board and
ratified by the Delegate Body. Each Standing Committee shall have three members in addition
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to the chairperson, one from each of the three regions of the Conference. Members of the
Standing Committees are appointed by the Board for three year terms and confirmed by the
Delegates at the annual meeting. The chair of the Pastoral Leadership Committee is elected by
the delegates at the annual meeting for a two-year term, and may serve a maximum of three
consecutive two-year terms. Standing Committees may hold meetings by telephone or by other
electronic means of communication, and the actions taken at such a meeting shall be valid if all
members of the committee sign a copy of the minutes of the meeting.
Section 5.02 Pastoral Leadership Committee. The Pastoral Leadership Committee shall be
available to churches and pastors in their church-pastor relationships, offering its counsel,
support, and service in whatever ways may serve the best interests of all concerned. The
Committee shall counsel with congregations seeking pastoral leadership and with pastors seeking
to serve congregations. The Committee shall relate to all persons credentialed for ministry by the
Committee.
In cooperation with congregations the Committee shall examine candidates for ministry,
particularly in pastoral, chaplaincy and missionary service. The Committee shall, in its discretion
and on behalf of the conference, grant credentials for ministry in accordance with denominational
polity guidelines.
The Committee shall assist in ordinations, and in services marking the beginning of a
person's ministry in a congregation. The Committee shall provide opportunity to pastors, and
others credentialed for ministry, for personal growth and professional improvement. The
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Committee shall, on behalf of the Conference, manage issues of the discipline of persons
credentialed for ministry, including revocation or non-renewal of licenses and ordinations.
Article VI. Miscellaneous
Section 6.01 Amendments to the Bylaws. These Bylaws may be amended by the Board at any
regular or special meeting of the Board, providing that notice of intention to move the
amendment of the Bylaws has been given in writing to all Directors 14 days prior to the meeting
by personal delivery or by sending such notice by first class mail or electronically. Such notice
shall include the text of the proposed amendment. All amendments to the Bylaws must be
presented to the Delegate Body for approval at the next meeting of Member Churches, and shall
be valid until rejected or modified by the Delegates at such meeting.
Section 6.02 Notices. Unless otherwise stated in these Bylaws, any notice may be given orally or
in writing. If provision is made for sending of notice by mail or electronically, that notice is
deemed given at the time of sending to the address listed in the records of the Conference,
postage prepaid. It is the responsibility of Member Churches to give written notice of change of
address to the Secretary.
Section 6.03 Appointment of persons to church-wide positions. The Board may appoint persons
to positions on church-wide bodies as representatives of the Conference, subject to ratification by
the Delegate Body, and may reimburse such persons for the actual expenses incurred in such
representation.
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Section 6.04 Fiscal Year. The Fiscal Year of the Conference shall end June 30. The Board may
change the fiscal year from time to time and such shall be noted in these Bylaws, but such
change shall not constitute an amendment to these Bylaws.
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Moderator’s 2020 Annual Report
It is with much grace and mercy that I reflect on this past year in our conference. We have all been
affected by the global pandemic that has disrupted our lives including our schools, employment and
even we worship time on Sunday mornings. My prayer goes out to those of you who have loss family
members like myself to this virus. I thank all the essential workers, like our health care workers, first
responders, and many others in our congregations for their hard work and dedication. May God keep
them safe and give them courage as they help and serve others in our communities. Together we will
get through these difficult times and may we create a better normal.
This has also been a year of transition. I want to thank the search committee for their hard work in
finding our new executive conference minister. Our conference is blessed to have Stanley Green be
named as our new executive conference minister and will start in September 2020. I would be remiss if I
did not mention all the hard work and dedication Clare Ann Ruth-Heffelbower has given our conference
all these many years as our executive conference minster. Clare Ann has also agreed to extend her time
and help us with the transition. Clare Ann will be missed but not forgotten. We wish her all the best in
her retirement.
Full Circle Thrift was severely affected by the pandemic. In March, FCT had to shut down the store and
layoff some of their employees. We applied for a loan from the payroll protection program through the
federal government and PSMC was granted a loan to help us bring back some of our employees. The
staff have been working very diligently at reopening the store. We thank many of you who have donated
items or volunteered at the store.
Full Circle Project has been very busy this past year involved in many activities including workshops on
immigration for some of our congregations and a summit on climate change. We are grateful for the
leadership and hard work Kate Wentland has provided for the work of FCP and our conference.
May God give us the strength and courage to meet the many challenges ahead during these difficult
times. Let us not forget that nothing can separate us for God’s love, and we hold on to his promises.
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the

“

present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Arthur Montoya
Moderator of the PSMC Board
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Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference
Executive Conference Minister’s 2020 Annual Report
Identity: We are a community of Mennonite congregations across California and Arizona. We are a
diverse body, gathering for worship in many languages and coming from all corners of the globe. We are
Anabaptist Christians who embrace various expressions of worship and theological points of view –
charismatic, evangelical, liturgical, Pentecostal and progressive, among others.
Mission: Following Jesus, our mission is to create Spirit-filled healing community across boundaries,
sharing God’s love, justice, and peace with each other and with our local and global neighbors.
Journey has been a metaphor in several of the annual reports that I have written. The journey
continues. I think about my journey with PSMC. I began as the Northern California Conference Minister
when PSMC was formed in 1994. I left that position in 1999 when we went to Indonesia with Mennonite
Central Committee. After we returned, I became the Northern California Conference Minister again in
2003. I left that position in 2007 and then returned as Executive Conference Minister at the beginning
of 2015. Now I look forward to retirement. I am grateful for the opportunities and the relationships that
have been part of my journey with PSMC. In just the last five and a half years I have seen growth and
change in PSMC as it seeks to carry out its mission. I have seen the vision of an Anabaptist Resource
Center become a reality in Full Circle Project. The creation of Full Circle Thrift made that possible. PSMC
has developed new mission and identity statements. Congregations have become more involved and
connected. New leaders emerged and new leadership training opportunities developed. We have done
some restructuring to carry out our mission more efficiently and effectively. PSMC policies have been
revised and updated. We have tried different staffing models for conference minister functions and
currently find the Executive Conference Minister and Regional Minister for Southern California model to
work well.
PSMC’s journey this past year has been typical of many journeys. We plan for the journey. Some things
go as anticipated, but other plans change. This year included both. Here are some things that stand out
about the past year:
• PSMC staffing continues to change. It was determined that we no longer needed a Regional
Minister in Arizona and that position was discontinued. I announced my retirement with a
flexible end-date which will be the end of August. Stanley Green will move into the Executive
Conference Minister role in September.
• Journey: A Missional Leadership Development Program had a West Coast weekend learning
event in September. Three PSMC pastors who are participating in Journey were part of it along
with others from PSMC.
• The PSMC Board appointed a Faith Formation Committee and Full Circle Project Committee and
they began their work.
• Two congregations are joining PSMC this year—All Souls Christian Center in Los Angeles and
Church of the Sojourners in San Francisco.
• Full Circle Thrift continued to thrive—growing faster than expected. In addition to the business
of being a thrift store, it is a ministry as it serves the community in various ways.
• Full Circle Project sponsored many activities throughout the year.
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And then came Covid-19. Plans began to change. Full Circle Thrift closed. The annual PSMC
Gathering was postponed to September with the Delegate Session scheduled to be held by
Zoom on June 13.
With the pandemic has come uncertainty. We do not know when the thrift store will be able to
open. Rent still must be paid, even though the store is not generating income. Without revenue
from the thrift store, Full Circle Project is limited in what it can do. Will congregations be able to
provide the same support to PSMC as they have in the past?

As we face uncertainty and questions around what the future holds in the immediate future and post
Covid-19, the words of the prophet Isaiah come to mind:
Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
I am about to do a new thing:
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. Isaiah 43:18-19
We will be living into a new normal in the weeks and months ahead. Many people are asking what this
will look like for the church. We could ask what this will look like for regional groupings of churches like
PSMC as well. Is this an opportunity to make changes—changes that might help to more effectively carry
out the mission God has given us? Changes that keep PSMC relevant in the 21st century? What former
things do we need to forget? What new things do we need to recognize and claim? My hope is that we
will ask these questions prayerfully in the coming months.
I will miss working with PSMC churches and the people who are part of those churches. You have
enriched my life for the past 26 years. I am excited to see Stanley Green become the Executive
Conference Minister and have confidence in the leadership he will provide to PSMC. I will keep you in
my prayers!
Clare Ann Ruth-Heffelbower
Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference Executive Conference Minister
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Southern California Regional Minister 2020 Annual Report
One of the joys of preparing an annual report is that it gives us the opportunity to look back and be
thankful for all that God has accomplished through and in us.
Our journey this year:
•

PSMC held the second southern California Thanksgiving celebration on December 7, 2019.

•

Our first southern California immigration legal clinic was a huge success in attendance.

•

Our first pastor’s appreciation dinner had almost all the Los Angeles pastors in attendance.

•

All Souls Christian Center recommitted their membership.

•

Several pastors are in the MLI process towards licensing and ordination: six from All Souls
Christian Center, one from LA Faith Chapel and one from Royal Dominion.

•

PSMC held licensing and ordination services for six pastors in southern California.

•

As the southern California regional minister, I have mentored three of our pastors through
Journey: A Missional Leadership Development Program (through AMBS). I meet with the
pastors twice a month by phone and in person. I also work closely with the AMBS Dean to
ensure the mentees are on track.

•

I temporarily assisted in long term pastoral care for GKI Indonesia Zion until the passing away of
their Pastor Jan Kouttjie.

•

One of the main roles of the regional minister is to maintain regular contact with pastors and
congregations, encouraging them to connect with the conference and wider Mennonite
churches.

•

With our current new normal of social distancing, PSMC has aided our churches with virtual
worship.

•

I coordinated with the Communications Associate Coordinator of Women in Leadership
Mennonite Church USA in writing part of our Journey Forward series. I also contributed articles
for “The Mennonite” and the PSMC e-Update.

Vision and Mission
•

One goal is to brainstorm new ways in bridging the gap and finding more resources to help our
member churches, especially the immigrant churches.

•

PSMC Board Chair Art Montoya and I participated in the Hope for the Future Conference, an
Anabaptist networking and equipping event for people of color.

Anthonia Onye
PSMC Southern California Regional Minister
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PSMC Gift Discernment Committee Report 2020
Conference Board of Directors (3-year term – may serve 2 terms)
This report reflects term adjustments made due to Bylaw change made 10/5/19
Delegates elect PSMC officers and chair of Pastoral Leadership Committee. Remaining positions are
appointed by the PSMC Board and affirmed by the Delegates.
Asterisks indicate candidate to be elected or affirmed at the 2020 Annual meeting.

Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference Board of Directors
Executive Committee (also functions as Personnel Committee)
Position (term)
Nominee
Term Ends
Moderator
(one 2 year term)
Moderator Elect
(one 2 year term)
Secretary
(2 year)
Treasurer
(2 year)
At-large Board
appointment
Appointed by Board to
Full Circle Project
Committee
At-large Board
appointment
Pastoral Leadership
Committee Chair
Appointed by Board to
Full Circle Thrift
Oversight Board
Appointed by Board to
Pacific Southwest
Mennonite Retreat
Ministries and Faith
Formation Committee

Arthur Montoya
Trinity, Phoenix
Tina Schlabach
Shalom, Tucson
Joe Bautista/1st
Pasadena Mennonite
Barbara Boldt/1st
First Mennonite,
Reedley

2021

Raymond
Arnold/1st
Family Mennonite
Scott Peterson/1st
Trinity, Phoenix

2021

Juan Montes/2nd
Primera Iglesia
Menonita
Gordon Smith/2nd
Mennonite
Community, Fresno
Helen
Mfwilwakanda/1st
Wholicare
Gene Kimmel/1st
Trinity

2022

To be affirmed

2021
2022
2021

2022

2022
2021
2021

Pastoral Leadership Committee (3-year term – may serve 2 terms)
Chair
Gordon Smith/2nd
2022
Southern CA
Helen
2023
Mfwilwakanda/2nd
Southern CA
Melissa Hofstetter 1st 2023
Arizona
Al Whaley/2nd
2022
Northern CA
Barbara Ewy/2nd
2023
Conference Minister Clare Ann RuthEx officio
Heffelbower

*
*
*
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All members of new committees are appointed this year with staggered terms. Persons with
less than a 3-year term are eligible for a full 2 terms after they conclude their initial partial
term. Partial terms indicated by ×
Full Circle Project Committee (3-year term – may serve 2 terms)
Chair (Arizona)
Scott Peterson 1st
2022(appointed2019)
*
Arizona
Carol Rose ×
2021
*
Southern CA
Lynn Hur ×
2022
*
Southern CA
Adeshewa Sanusi ×
2021
*
st
Southern CA
Denver Locke 1
2023
*
Northern CA
Steve Penner ×
2022
*
Faith Formation Committee (3-year term – may serve 2 terms)
Chair (Northern CA) Caley Ortman 1st
2023
Northern CA
Joanna Shenk ×
2022
Arizona
Ramona Yoder ×
2021
Arizona/Retreat
Gene Kimel 1st
2021
Ministries
(coincides with
appointment to
PSMRM Board
Southern CA
Melissa Spolar ×
2022
Southern CA
Louise Andriyanto × 2021

*
*
*
*

*
*

PSMC Representatives to other Boards and Committees
Pacific Southwest Mennonite Retreat Ministries (3-year term – may serve 2 terms)
Chair
Vice Chair

Ken Quenzer/2nd
Marianne Unruh/1st

2022
2021

Secretary
Treasurer
Arizona Rep
Arizona Rep
Northern CA Rep
Northern CA Rep
Southern CA Rep
Southern CA Rep
Member at Large
Member at Large

Mark McReynolds/1st
David Penner/1st
Jen Bucher/2nd
Alan Hilty/2nd
Chris Janzen/1st
Sergio Alvarado/1st

2022
2023
2022
2023
2023
2021

Rwang Pam/2nd
Gene Kimel/1st

2023
2021

*
*
*
*

West Coast MCC (3-year term – may serve 4 terms)
PSMC appointed
Neil Bucher/1st
representatives:
Life House, Surprise
2022
Una Jost/1st
Pasadena Mennonite
Other PSMC
representatives
appointed by West
Coast MCC

Grace Pam
Nehemiah Chigoji
Fran Martens Friesen

2023

*
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Full Circle Thrift Oversight Board (3-year term – may serve 2 terms
Chair
Eric Schnitger 1st
2023
st
Treasurer
Sam Bills 1
2021
Helen Mfwilwakanda 2021
1st
Joyce Welch 1st
2023
st
Joy Hofer 1
2023
Penny Weis 1st
2023
Manager
Paul Netherton
Ex officio
Bethel College

Dan Flickinger

2021

Mennonite Disaster Service – California Unit Board (3 year term)
Merle Kauffman
Mountain View
2021
Mennonite Church

Submitted by Gift Discernment Committee:
Kathi Oswald, Chair
Ben Shetler
David Augsburger
Clare Ann Ruth-Heffelbower, ex officio
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Pastoral Leadership Committee 2020 Annual Report

Over the past year, the PLC met periodically to carry out its responsibilities related to the following:
1. We held licensing interviews with Mariann Reardon and Bekah Estrada. We approved both of them
for licensing in Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference (PSMC). We also held ordination interviews
with Tim Reardon, Claude Flowers, and Raymond (Andrew) Arnold, and approved their ordinations in
PSMC. We are grateful for God’s leading in the lives of each of these persons, for the discerning of
ministerial gifts, abilities and aptitudes, and for the congregations of PSMC that have affirmed them for
ministry.
2. Credential Review Guidelines. Congregations in Mennonite Church USA and in PSMC have differing
views and practices regarding same-sex relationships. In the spirit of forbearance embraced by MC USA
and our conference, we recognize that some pastors may perform same-sex marriages when their
congregations have discerned together that this is the Spirit’s leading. In such cases a credential review
would not be necessary. However, if it is determined that a pastor performed a same-sex marriage
without the discernment, blessing and support of the congregation, a credential review may be done.
The PLC is responsible for such credential reviews within PSMC and has adopted guidelines for this
process.
3. On the weekend of Sept 13-15, PLC members participated in an educational event sponsored by the
Journey Missional Leadership Development Program from Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary. The
program is designed for pastors throughout Mennonite Church USA and Canada who do not have formal
Anabaptist theological training and may not be able to attend seminary full-time to complete their
studies. Participants in the Journey Program from our conference who were present at this event
included: Raymond (Andrew) Arnold and Claude Flowers (both from Family Mennonite Church, Los
Angeles) and Hilarion (Chidi) Ihezuoh (from Los Angeles Faith Chapel). Anthonia Onye, PSMC regional
minister for southern California, also attended the Journey weekend. She serves as a mentor for all
three pastors. We are grateful for PSMC’s financial support of these Journey participants through the
Full Circle Project.
Respectfully submitted by Gordon Smith, PLC chairperson, on behalf of PLC members Helen
Mfwilwakanda, Barb Ewy, Al Whaley, and Clare Ann Ruth-Heffelbower
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Faith Formation Committee 2020 Annual Report
The Faith Formation committee was assembled in December of 2019 and meets periodically via Zoom
with the goals of encouraging and resourcing faith formation in our conference and within our
congregations. As the task for this committee is broad and its needs diverse, our committee is
subdivided further into five projects and assigned to committee members that have particular strengths,
interests and connections in these areas:
•

Camp Keola: This committee is tasked with assisting the program directors in planning for
the conference’s Jr/Jr High and High School camps, as well as overseeing the scholarship
fundraising and distribution. After assessing the situation with the Coronavirus, a decision
was made in collaboration with the Pacific Southwest Mennonite Retreat Ministries board of
directors to cancel these camps for this year. The committee is continuing to explore ways to
connect campers and counselors in an online reunion later this summer.

• PSMC Gathering Worship: This committee works with appointing and overseeing a planning

committee for the Annual Gathering. This group has worked on the Gathering’s theme,
worship and music. It also continues to adapt and revise as necessary due to the virus.

• Border Tour: This committee is tasked with looking into the possibility of a PSMC youth learning

tour along the Mexico border. Due to the Coronavirus this project has been postponed for the
time being.

• MCC Sale Youth Gatherings: This committee works to creating spaces outside of Camp Keola

where our conference’s youth can reunite and spend time with each other. Informal
gatherings were planned at both the Fresno and Southern California MCC Sales before the
sales were canceled due to the Coronavirus.

• Men's Fellowship/Mennonite Men: This committee is exploring and helping network a possible

men's fellowship/support group. This project is in the exploration stages as interest is
explored in the different areas of our conference.

These project committees all communicate and work independently, and report to each other at the
Faith Formation committee meetings to communicate how their work is going and to evaluate together
what further resources and brainstorming these projects might need.

Caley Ortman
Faith Formation Committee Chairperson
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Full Circle Thrift Oversight Board 2020 Annual Report
This has been a very unique year for all of us and this includes the Full Circle Thrift Store. For the first
half of the 2019-20 fiscal year the store was doing very well. From July 2019 to the end of February
2020 the store had made over $33,000 in profits. These profits were funding the work of the Full Circle
Project. At that time, we had 3 full time and 2 part time employees. A real plus was that the store had
been voted again as the best thrift store in the Pasadena/ Altadena area for 2019. Our average
customer traffic was over 100 customers per day. We had 8-10 community volunteers each month. The
store had been partnering with several developmental agencies providing work experience for 25-30
individuals per month. Also, last summer the store had 3 high school interns. Through the Full Circle
Project the store participated in making immigration care kits and also writing letters to immigrants who
are being detained. Full Circle Thrift has and is a very integral part of the Pasadena/ Altadena community
and persons have recognized our mission of social justice.
In mid-March with the order for sheltering in place, Full Circle Thrift was closed. The decision through
the Full Circle Thrift Oversight Board and PSMC board was to cut the manager and assistant manger to
40% employment and they would then apply for work share through unemployment. The other staff
were laid off, so they were able to apply for unemployment. The staff continues to have contact with
customers and the community through social media. They received drive-by donations for several days
and there was a line of cars waiting to drop off donations. At this point, we have enough donations for
reopening. They also arranged for persons to come by the store and get cloth in order to make masks.
PSMC/Full Circle Thrift received a Paycheck Protection Program loan through Everence. This enabled us
to increase the work hours for the manager and assistant manager to 80% in preparation for reopening.
We were also able to negotiate a discount in rent with the landlord through our treasurer Sam Bills. The
unknown at this point is if when we would start the process of reopening. It is a real concern as to
covering our set expenses in the near future (rent, utilities, and staffing). We ask for your prayers.
Changes have taken place on the FCT Oversight Board. In July 2019 we added 4 new members. These
persons are Eric Schnitger from Pasadena Mennonite Church, Joyce Welch from Family Mennonite
Church, Joy Hofer formerly of Peace Mennonite Fellowship and Penny Weiss, an Altadena community
volunteer. Maya Sharp resigned from the board due to pursing a nursing degree. The FCT Oversight
Board and PSMC needs to give Maya much thanks in time and effort in making Full Circle Thrift a
success. The other change on the board is that I will be going off as FCT Oversight board chairman as of
June 31, 2020 and Eric Schnitger will be taking this position. We are excited to have Eric as board
chairman.
This is a unique and challenging time for Full Circle Thrift. Our hope is that with the support of PSMC
congregations and the local community we will survive and grow. Already we have received a donation
of jewelry from Shalom Mennonite Fellowship in Tucson, AZ which will help us in our reopening. We as
the Full Circle Thrift Oversight Board give thanks to the PSMC churches in providing support (financial,
volunteers, donations and prayers) and our hope is that we can open and build on the success we have
developed in the past 3 years.
Don Linscheid
Chairman of the Full Circle Thrift Oversight Board
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Full Circle Project 2020 Annual Report
During this last year, the Full Circle Project created a range of events and resourcing opportunities for
PSMC churches.

The Full Circle Project coordinated with Mennonite Church USA and West Coast MCC to initiate and lead
an Immigration Learning Tour in Tucson, AZ for Mennonite leaders from across the country after their
CLC (Constituency Leaders Council) meetings in Phoenix. In Tucson, participants were exposed to a
spectrum of possible ways to assist migrants, including advocacy for policy change, legal counsel,
sanctuary and other safe spaces, water drops in the desert, forensic anthropology research to match
bones found in the desert with missing persons reports, clothing donations, and spiritual care through
visits to detention centers.
An Anabaptist fellowship was started in Kern County. This group started in September 2019 and has
been meeting monthly. This is an exciting emerging community.
The Full Circle Project planned a Climate Change pastor retreat in Echo Park, Los Angeles, in
coordination with the Center for Sustainable Climate Solutions, a part of the Mennonite Creation Care
Network. It was the largest of such retreats across the country with 28 in attendance. The leaders met
to deepen their understandings of the church’s witness to include a response to climate change.
Sessions wrestled with lament and hope in light of climate change as well as the impacts of climate
change and resulting sea level rise for Southern California.
After coordinating two Immigration Law Workshops for our PSMC churches at both Full Circle Thrift and
Family Mennonite Church, it was determined that a full Immigration Legal Clinic was needed. The Full
Circle Project held an Immigration Legal Clinic at LA Faith Chapel in February, partnering West Coast
MCC’s Immigration & Documentation Program, the Immigration Resource Center of San Gabriel Valley,
and the San Bernardino Community Service Center. This clinic served 23 families. Attorneys and DOJapproved reps provided a free review of materials for 23 families as well as free advice on immigration
issues.
The Full Circle Project coordinated the inclusion of Full Circle Thrift as a drop off center for West Coast
MCC’s Asylum & Immigration Detainee Care Kit program.
The Full Circle Project planned a Holiday Card Party at Full Circle Thrift on Black Friday to make holiday
cards for people in Arizona detention centers.
The Full Circle Project has supported the Baja Anabaptist Ministry Project, the ministry of deported
Mennonite minister Max Villatoro and his wife Gloria who joined him in Ensenada for their joint
ministry. Last summer Gloria Villatoro and three daughters traveled through Arizona and California on
their way to join Max, visiting numerous PSMC churches along the way to tell their story. Over the past
year PSMC has raised funds to assist with their ministry and the Full Circle Project has dedicated a
monthly contribution of its budget for this ministry. The Villatoros have recently adapted to Covid-19

Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference Annual Gathering - June 13, 2020

Page 28 of 42

realities by transitioning to virtual worship and baptism classes with their emerging community. They
are also looking for new ways to address their neighbors’ physical needs as homelessness increases.
AMBS’s Journey program hosted a learning weekend in Southern California. Journey is a long-distance
credential program of AMBS. Three of our PSMC pastors participate in the Journey program, and many
more PSMC members joined them for the weekend of workshops.
The Full Circle Project helped to coordinate the second annual Southern California Give Thanks worship
service, this time hosted at Pasadena Mennonite. Nine of our churches led parts of the worship and
almost 100 people were in attendance.
The Full Circle Project has made recent changes due to Covid-19. Due to limitations on gathering, Full
Circle Project events were halted. In addition, Full Circle Thrift – the income generator for the Full Circle
Project – has closed, limiting funds for events. The energies of the Full Circle Project have shifted to
resource PSMC churches virtually through the distribution of numerous resources on our new Covid-19
resource webpage, as well as exploring possible virtual resourcing events. As Full Circle Thrift plans to
reopen in early June, its profits will affect the budget and capacity of the Full Circle Project for the
coming year.

Kate Wentland
Full Circle Project Director / PSMC Administrator
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Pacific Southwest Mennonite Retreat Ministries 2020 Annual Report
Retreats are all about bringing people together, and this pandemic time is all about social distancing.
There has been some talk about virtual gatherings, and some of that may happen, but at this point
virtual meetings for business is all we have accomplished. How much effort to put into virtual events is a
continuing question. We assume that 2021 will be a better year for our work.

Camp Keola – June 2020 Update
Unfortunately, we had to cancel all camps for 2020 due to COVID-19. But most, if not all camps in the
Fresno area are doing the same. Most of our rental groups canceled before we decided to cancel too.
We will still have some operating costs for the year, but we are negotiating those. We have about $45K
in the bank currently. We typically need about $30K to start the camping season, so hopefully we can
stay in good shape for Summer 2021
Staffing – we were able to find most of the staff for the summer, even a Manager and Head Cook. Bud
and Sarah Johannsen (the couple who agreed to be the Manager and Head Cook) have committed to
doing next summer as well. But that is dependent on his job and family situation as well. Bud was the
Head Cook at Keola for a few years around 2005.
Projects – Since we will not have any campers this summer, now is the perfect time to get some projects
completed. We have a list that we will be working through. We have at least one donor, but we are
hoping to secure more funds as well. Most of the projects are painting both inside and out. We still need
to figure out how to fix the roof of the Lodge, but we have not had much luck finding someone who is
willing to come up to give us a quote. However, besides the Lodge roof and repairing the kitchen floor,
we can do most of the projects for around $10K.

Arizona Mennonite Children’s Camp Update
The children’s camp at Tonto Rim was rescheduled for later in the summer due to the pandemic. We do
not yet know whether it will actually happen, but with Arizona opening up rapidly it seems likely to go
forward.

Duane Ruth-Heffelbower
Executive Director of Pacific Southwest Mennonite Retreat Ministries
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2020 Annual Report for Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference
Six years ago, thanks to a grant from PSMC, an Anabaptist movement towards justice with
Indigenous People around the world started -- the Dismantling the Doctrine of Discovery
Coalition (DDoD). We seek to dismantle laws, policies, theologies and church practices that
historically disadvantage and continue to harm Indigenous Peoples. PSMC continues to be a
strong partner in this work, both as fiscal sponsor and active participant. See below for what has
been happening among Coalition members. There are many ways to get involved in this work!
Please see and share attached printable “Ways to get involved in the Dismantling the Doctrine of
Discovery Coalition”
What we’ve been doing to dismantle the Doctrine of Discovery:
Repair/Restitution
* In 2019, The DDoD Coalition started donating 60% of all fundraising proceeds to repair work
with Indigenous Peoples, with 40% going towards the continuing work of the Coalition to
build relationships and educating the Anabaptist community to dismantle the Doctrine of
Discovery. Thanks to the generosity of our donors, we were able to send a check for almost
$6000 to our current “Repair Partner,” Suriname Indigenous Health Fund (SIHF). SIHF will
be using those repair funds for two efforts: to purchase mercury test kits for the Wayana, who
are being poisoned by mercury contamination used in gold mining; and to help with
pandemic-related food relief efforts among the Indigenous
Wayana people of Suriname, French Guinea and Brazil.
Mercury is a neurotoxin that causes serious health problems
and even death. Gold mining releases mercury directly into
the rivers that provide the Wayana with food and livelihood.
Mercury contamination also affects the miners, animals and
soils. In order to prove that this mercury contamination is
occurring, the Wayana need to have evidence via hair
analysis. They send hair samples to SIHF's lab in Washington,
which then analyzes the hair for mercury contamination and
returns the results to the Wayana. This analysis allows the Wayana to advocate for themselves
using those results. Each mercury test kit costs about $5. The photo is of Sarah Augustine
learning from a Wayana leader about mercury testing.
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* PSMC congregation Shalom Mennonite Fellowship has put an ongoing financial restitution to
Indigenous people into their budget as a result of the Coalition's educational work. This year
restitution went to O
 ’odham Voice Against the Wall and Apache Stronghold in defense of Oak
Flat. Shalom spent Lent praying for Oak Flat, including creating a prayer/action card available
for your use. Pictured below is Carol Rose at the annual Oak Flat gathering for prayer and
solidarity. Congregational members are encouraged to use the Arizona state tax credit to
support public schools of the O’odham nation.
* PSMC congregation Pasadena Mennonite used the DDoD curriculum for adult study and
hosted Sarah Augustine. After that they held a vigil defending the Indian Child Welfare Act at
the Full Circle Thrift (pictured below). As a congregation they repudiated the doctrine of
discovery and have moved towards more connection with the Tongva whose land they are on.
The congregation plans to pay 1% of income in restitution to a Tongva group, and another 1%
to the NAACP Pasadena in restitution related to enslavement of Africans in this continent.

Educating and Energizing the Church
* Coalition member Sarah Augustine attended PSMC’s 2019 Assembly in San Francisco,
engaging in conversations.
* We Own this Now (formerly Discovery: A Comic Lament), the play about the Doctrine of
Discovery, has been updated based on feedback from Indigenous partners and reflection on
audience responses, including PSMC showings in California and Arizona. Ted & Company
TheaterWorks continued to tour until the pandemic shut down public gatherings. They are
poised for another West Coast swing when gatherings are safe.
* The documentary that we created, Doctrine of Discovery: In the Name of Christ, continues to
be used by Mennonite and other Christian groups around the country. The study guide and
Bible reflections that accompany this documentary are also in widespread use. These materials
are available on our website.
* We continue to maintain a lively informative presence on Facebook. Click here to sign up for
our quarterly e-newsletter.
* Coalition members worked with Mennonite Church USA to create worship materials on the
Doctrine of Discovery available for use by churches. These materials were also shared with
Mennonite World Conference Peace Commission for distribution as Peace Sunday materials
for Sunday, Sept. 20, 2020 - the closest Sunday to the International Day of Peace. The theme
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for this year’s Peace Sunday will be: “When one member suffers, all members suffer:
Peace as Accompaniment and Solidarity.” The hope is that this could also prepare people
for a potential workshop at the MWC Assembly in Indonesia in 2021.
Members of our Coalition gave presentations in congregations across the country. Sarah
Augustine, our Coalition’s co-founder, spoke several times at the Mennonite Church USA
convention and there was a great deal of education at the joint booth space that the Coalition
organized with a variety of justice organizations that work within the church.
We developed materials to support congregations and other groups to acknowledge the land
and the Indigenous people of the land and promoted them on our website.
The Arts and Education Committee is deep into creation of a resource on reparations. The
resource includes biblical/theological reflections on reparations, as well as stories and case
studies on a variety of types of reparations. It will support and inspire individuals and
communities who are ready to ask “what next?” on their journey of undoing the doctrine of
discovery.
The Board Game Group (a subcommittee of the Arts and Education committee) is actively
exploring developing a board game designed to engage, entertain, and introduce players to
some of the core concepts of the Doctrine of Discovery, like the idea that land that is not
farmed is not being “used.” The committee has entered negotiations with the TESA Collective,
an organization that works with social justice groups and nonprofits to design fun, playable
games that embody their values. Arts and Education also promoted “First Nations of Catan,”
an alternative set of rules for “Settlers of Catan” that provoke thought and insight about settler
colonialism.

Dismantling Legal and Political Structures
* A devastating 2018 judicial attack on the Indian Child Welfare Act was turned back! This
vital piece of legislation protects Indigenous families from being separated. The Indian Child
Welfare Association approached Coalition member Sarah Augustine, asking for help from
people of faith to uphold this law. During March 2019, the Coalition organized vigils across
the United States, including among PSMC congregations.
* After Sarah Augustine visited Pasadena Mennonite Church, member Una Jost was inspired to
bring a resolution before the California Democratic Party, making the dismantling of the
Doctrine of Discovery a core plank of the Party’s platform. Sarah visited the Democratic Party
convention in summer 2019 to encourage the passage of this resolution. It passed! Now, the
Structures Committee of the Coalition is hoping to inform Indigneous activists in California
about how Indigneous rights have been woven into the Democratic Party’s platform.
* The Structures Committee is also working on producing a podcast featuring Coalition founders
Sarah Augustine and Sheri Hostetler. They hope to launch this podcast this year.
Some background about the Doctrine of Discovery
The Doctrine of Discovery is a theological, philosophical and legal framework dating back to the
15th century that gave Christian governments moral and legal rights to invade and seize
Indigenous lands and dominate Indigenous peoples. This same framework also gave “Christian”
governments the right to enslave anybody who wasn’t Christian, which justified the slave trade.
And, as Paul Schrag said in Mennonite World Review, the Doctrine of Discovery is “not a relic
of history but a persistent way of thinking that undergirds racial injustice to this day… We now
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see more clearly how white Europeans and their descendants have distorted the Christian faith to
dehumanize indigenous people and attempt to justify genocide… As the word “doctrine”
suggests, the church came up with this idea…. Today, Mennonites and other Christians have
awakened to the fact that what has been done in the name of Christ must be undone in the
name of Christ. This is one of the basic principles of Mennonite efforts to dismantle the
Doctrine of Discovery. Because a distortion of faith has caused harm, our faith now compels us
to repent and atone.”
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Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference
Budget
FYE 6/30/2021

REVENUE
Congregational Giving
Other Donations
Assembly Offering
Registration Fees
Subtotal-Revenue

68,000
6,000
0
1,000
75,000

Full Circle Thrift Store Net Income
Total Revenue & Support

15,475
90,475

EXPENSES
Conference Ministers
Conference Ministers
Conference Minister Travel & Expense
Subtotal-Ministers

47,091
2,000
49,091

Conference Administration
Administrative Staff
Payroll Taxes
Office Supplies
Office Equipment
Online Subscriptions
Bookkeeping
Insurance-Liability/Workers' Comp
Assembly Expenses
Miscellaneous
Subtotal-Conference Administration

13,100
1,002
300
300
1,000
8,800
2,225
500
500
27,727

Conference Board
Board Travel & Expense
Orientation /Retreat
Subtotal-Conference Board
Pastoral Leadership/Standing Committees
Committee Travel & Expense
Subtotal-Standing Committees

1,000
500
1,500

250
250

Subtotal-Conference Operations
Full Circle Project
Full Circle Project Director
FCP Payroll Taxes
FCP Travel & Expense
FCP Online Subscriptions
FCP Programs & Projects
FCP Journey Program
Subtotal-Full Circle Project
Total Expense
Net Revenue over Expense

78,568

13,100
1,002
1,000
1,200
2,500
2,000
20,802
99,370
(8,895)
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Resources for faith formation and
leadership development
Academic programs

AMBS serves the church as a learning community with an
Anabaptist vision, educating followers of Jesus Christ to
be leaders for God’s reconciling mission in the world.
Our programs integrate academics, spiritual formation
and practice. Join us — whether in person or at a distance
— and deepen your understanding of Scripture, faith and
Anabaptist theology!
• Study at a distance
• Master of Divinity Connect (online and hybrid courses)
• Master of Arts: Theology and Global Anabaptism
(fully online)
• Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies
(fully or partially online; customizable)
• Study on campus
• Master of Divinity Campus
• Master of Arts in Christian Formation
• Master of Arts: Theology and Peace Studies
• Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies
ambs.edu/academics
• Financial aid: AMBS offers generous need-based
financial aid, grants and scholarships to help make
your education affordable. ambs.edu/financialaid
• Want to explore seminary study? Take an online,
campus or hybrid class, even if you’re not yet admitted
to AMBS, and your first class is 50 percent off! Check
out our upcoming offerings: ambs.edu/onecourse
• Experience AMBS: Visit our campus to learn more
about all that AMBS has to offer. ambs.edu/visit

Center for Faith Formation and Culture
• !Explore: A Theological Program for High School Youth:
Students in grades 10–12 can explore ministry and
theology, grow in spiritual practices and listen for God’s
call through a summer congregational internship and a
Group Experience (at Mennonite World Conference in
2021). Participants receive a $1,000 stipend. Tap a
shoulder! ambs.edu/explore
AMBS: Rooted in the Word, Growing in Christ | June 2020
3003 Benham Avenue, Elkhart, IN 46517 | 574.295.3726
facebook.com/followAMBS
twitter.com/ambs_seminary
instagram.com/ambs_seminary
soundcloud.com/followAMBS
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Report to
Pacific Southwest
Mennonite Conference
Conference connections
Journey program participants/mentor
• Participants: Claude Flowers and Raymond
(Andrew) Arnold (Family); Hilarion (Chidi)
Ihezuoh (LA Faith Chapel)
• Mentor: Anthonia Onye (LA Faith Chapel)
Board members
• Meghan Good (Trinity); Hyun Hur (Pasadena)
AMBS statistics (2019–20)
• Graduate students: 58 U.S., eight Canadian
and 22 international
• Journey: 24 participants are enrolled in
Canada, Southeast Asia, Tanzania and the U.S.
We thank God for your support and ask for your
prayers as we prepare leaders for the church!

Lifelong learning
AMBS’s Church Leadership Center offers various
nondegree options for you to continue your
education and strengthen your leadership skills:
• Online short courses: Join the forum discussions
in these annual six-week online courses and dig
into Anabaptist history, thought and witness.
No grades, no papers!
• Exploring Anabaptist History and Theology
• Exploring Peace and Justice in the Bible
• Understanding Anabaptist Approaches to
Scripture
• Transforming Congregational Conflict and
Communication
ambs.edu/shortcourses
• Pastors and Leaders 2021 (March 1–4)
• Leadership Clinics (March 1, 2021)
ambs.edu/pastorsandleaders
• Journey: A Missional Leadership Development
Program: This three-year nondegree program
offers mentor-mentee partnerships, distancelearning opportunities and community support.
ambs.edu/journey
• Spiritual Direction Seminars: Cultivate your
ministry of spiritual direction. ambs.edu/seminars
• Invite AMBS! Faculty and staff are available to
speak on topics such as intercultural competence,
undoing racism, Reading the Bible with Jesus
workshops, improvisational leadership, healthy
boundaries and more. ambs.edu/invite
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Be local. Be global. Be the Gospel.
Changes are the
construction blocks
of our lives. We exult
when changes move
in a positive direction
of greater support and deepened

partnership. When changes are in a
negative direction, we realize how
much we appreciate the generosity
of those whose support remains
strong during the tough times.
Mennonite Mission Network is

eager to strengthen our support of
partners all around the world as
they engage in advancing God’s
purposes for healing and hope. We
cannot do this without you, so we’re
grateful for your sharing of prayers

and financial contributions that
allow us to continue God’s mission
in the world. Thank you!
Stanley W. Green
Executive Director

Pacific Southwest Conference + Mennonite Mission Network
Worker support around the world
Jerrell and Jane Ross Richer—Work
with indigenous church leaders in the
Ecuadorian rain forest.
» Mountain View Mennonite Church
Mary Raber—Teaches at theological
schools in Ukraine. She also translates
theological books and writes.
» First Mennonite Church of Reedley

Joshua and Alisha Garber—Serve
alongside the leaders of Barcelona
Mennonite Church, focusing on youth
outreach and congregational mission.
» Trinity Mennonite Church
Couple working in a sensitive
location—Promoted Anabaptist
peace theology and discipling in house
churches in Asia.
» Koinonia Mennonite Church

Mission banks
The children from First Mennonite
Church/Primera Iglesia Menonita
of Reedley gave a total of $80 to
missions.

Service participants
Service sites
Mennonite Voluntary Service units
» San Francisco, California
» Tucson, Arizona

SOOP sites
» Full Circle Thrift Shop
» Peace Academic Center
» Phoenix, Arizona
» Reedley
» Tucson, Arizona

Congregational giving to Mission Network
During Mission Network’s fiscal year, Aug. 1, 2018, through July 31, 2019, 11 of 26
Pacific Southwest Conference congregations gave $35,211. Thank you!

Prayer partners
15 people have committed to pray daily
for Mission Network ministries.

Prayers for God’s leading as you support mission across
the street and around the world.

Sandy Miller
Senior Executive for Resourcing and Mobilization

Thank you for your continued partnership in God’s mission!
www.MennoniteMission.net Toll-free: 1-866-866-2872
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Sé local. Sé global. Sé el evangelio.
Los cambios son
los ladrillos con los
cuales se construye
nuestra vida.
Nos regocijamos
cuando los cambios avanzan en
dirección positiva de mayor apoyo

y coparticipación más profunda.
Cuando los cambios ocurren en
sentido negativo, nos damos
cuenta de cuánto valoramos la
generosidad de quienes mantienen
su apoyo firme aún en tiempos
difíciles. La Red Menonita de Misión

busca fortalecer el apoyo de los
coparticipantes alrededor de todo
el mundo al comprometerse con los
propósitos de Dios de sanación y
esperanza. No podemos hacer esto
sin usted, y por ello le agradecemos
sus oraciones y aportes financieros

que nos permiten continuar la
misión de Dios alrededor del mundo.
¡Gracias!
Stanley W. Green
Director ejecutivo

Conferencia Pacific Southwest + Red Menonita de Misión
Apoyo a obreros alrededor del mundo
Jerrell y Jane Ross Richer—
Trabajan con los líderes de las
iglesias indígenas de la selva tropical
ecuatoriana.
» Mountain View Mennonite Church
Mary Raber—Enseña en institutos
teológicos en Ucrania; también traduce
libros teológicos y escribe.
» First Mennonite Church of Reedley

Mission banks
Los niños de la Primera Iglesia
Menonita (First Mennonite Church) de
Reedley ofrendaron un total de $80
para las misiones.

Joshua y Alisha Garber—Sirven
junto a los líderes de la Iglesia
Menonita de Barcelona, con énfasis en
llegar a los jóvenes y en la misión de la
congregación.
» Trinity Mennonite Church
Pareja que trabaja en un área
sin revelar—Promovían la teología
anabautista de la paz y el discipulado
en iglesias caseras en Asia.
» Koinonia Mennonite Church

Oración
15 personas se han comprometido a
orar diariamente por los ministerios de
la Red Menonita.

Participantes y lugares de servicio
Sitios de Servicio Cristiano
Unidades de Mennonite
Voluntary Service (Servicio
Voluntario Menonita)
» San Francisco
» Tucson

Sitios de SOOP
» Full Circle Thrift Shop
» Peace Academic Center
» Phoenix
» Reedley
» Tucson

Aporte congregacional a la Red Menonita
Durante el año fiscal de la Red de Misión, desde el 1 de agosto de 2018
hasta el 31 de julio de 2019, 11 de 26 congregaciones de la Conferencia
Pacific Southwest ofrendaron $35.211. ¡Gracias!

Oramos que Dios les dirija en su apoyo a la misión del
otro lado de la calle y alrededor del mundo.

Sandy Miller
Directora Ejecutiva de recursos y movilización.

¡Gracias por su colaboración continua en la misión de Dios!
www.MennoniteMission.net Línea Gratuita: 1-866-866-2872
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2020 Report to Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference
of Mennonite Church USA
“Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’” John 20:19b

Highlights from Mennonite Church USA during 2019-2020.

MennoCon19 took place in Kansas
City, Missouri, July 2-6, 2019. The lively
youth-adult joint services and Bible study
session for delegates were among new
additions that received positive feedback.
Over 2,800 people attended.
#BringThePeace, a call to action for individuals and
congregations to extend peace in our communities, was
introduced. #BringThePeace is also the church’s prayer
inviting God to bring the peace that expands our capacity
for empathy, compassion and love that actively seeks to
dismantle oppression and violence.
The 2019 Delegate Assembly voted
to change the bylaws to add youth,
ages 16-21, as official delegates.
Congregations may now nominate one
youth, and area conferences and racial/
ethnic groups may each nominate two,
as additional delegates.
The 2019 Delegate Assembly passed the “Churchwide
Statement on the Abuse of Child Migrants,” which
condemns the abuse of migrant families and children at the
border and calls for a change in policy and action by the
United States government. In response, a group of the MC
USA Constituency Leaders Council (CLC)
visited Tucson, Arizona in Oct. 2019 to learn
about immigration initiatives and
organizations.

MC USA Transformative Peacemaking released several
calls to action in 2019, urging prayer, conversation and
individual and corporate action in response to the issues of
gun violence, the death penalty and racism.
MC USA Archives launched an oral
history project in July 2019 to collect
interviews of young people ages of 24-40
within MC USA. Forty people participated
in interviews recorded at MennoCon19.
MC USA held a “Learn, Pray, Join” initiative on church
planting, together with Mennonite Mission Network,
introducing the Sent Network process for equipping MC USA
congregations and conferences for church planting.
MC USA relaunched The Gathering Place, a
virtual space where Anabaptist faith formation
leaders can gather, learn, share and grow.
Webinars focused on baptism instruction, social
media, and Anabaptism and American politics.
MC USA’s Church Vitality office updated Mennodata and
the Ministerial Leader Information (MLI) process with
user-friendly interfacing and better access for church leaders
and potential pastors.

MC USA’s Executive Board formed a Membership
Guidelines Advisory Group to recommend a process
for continuing the church’s conversation on its Membership
Guidelines. The 21-person group met for a one-time working
session in Nov. 2019 and shared its recommendations with
the board for further discernment.
Peace Academic Center, formerly Hopi Mission School,
re-started classes for Kindergarten and pre-K students in Sept.
2019, Kykotsmovi, Arizona.

Follow Jesus

Stay Connected
Subscribe to PeaceMail, MC USA’s
weekly digest that highlights news
and blogs from across the Church at
mennoniteusa.org/peacemail.

Save the date for MennoCon21,
the MC USA convention, in Cincinnati,
Ohio on July 6-10, 2021.

Witness to God’s peace Experience Transformation
MennoniteUSA.org
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Informe del 2020 para la Conferencia Pacific Southwest
de la Iglesia Menonita de Estados Unidos (IMEU)

“Entró Jesús y, poniéndose en medio de ellos, los saludó: ‘¡La paz sea con ustedes!’” Juan 20.19b
Lo más destacado de la Iglesia Menonita de EE. UU. en el 2019-2020.
Se llevó a cabo la MennoCon19 en Kansas City,
Misuri, del 2 al 6 de julio del 2019. Los animados
cultos conjuntos para juveniles y adultos y
la sesión del estudio bíblico para delegados
fueron algunas de las novedades que recibieron
comentarios positivos. Asistieron más de 2800 personas.
Se presentó #BringThePeace (Traigan la paz), un llamado a la
acción para individuos y congregaciones con el fin de extender
la paz en nuestras comunidades. #BringThePeace es también la
oración de la iglesia que invita a Dios a traer la paz que expande
nuestra capacidad para la empatía, la compasión y el amor
procurando desmantelar activamente la opresión y la violencia.
La asamblea de delegados del 2019 votó
para modificar los estatutos con el fin de
añadir a los juveniles de 16 a 21 años
como delegados oficiales. Ahora, las
congregaciones pueden nominar a un juvenil,
mientras que cada conferencia regional y cada grupo racial/étnico
puede nominar a dos de ellos como delegados adicionales.
La Asamblea de Delegados del 2019 aprobó la “Declaración de
toda la iglesia sobre el abuso a inmigrantes niños”, la
cual condena el abuso a familias y niños inmigrantes en la frontera
y pide una modificación de las políticas y el accionar del Gobierno
de Estados Unidos. En respuesta a esto, un grupo del Concilio de
Líderes Constituyentes (CLC) de la IMEU visitó Tucson, Arizona
en octubre del 2019 para aprender sobre las iniciativas y las
organizaciones vinculadas a la inmigración.
La Junta Ejecutiva de la IMEU (siglas en español para MC USA)
formó un Grupo Consultor para los Lineamientos de
Membresía con el fin de recomendar un proceso para continuar
las conversaciones de la iglesia en torno a los Lineamientos de
Membresía. El grupo de 21 personas se reunió en noviembre
del 2019 en una sesión de trabajoMennoniteUSA.org
única y le compartió sus
recomendaciones a la junta para que esta siga haciendo un
discernimiento.

El Trabajo Transformador por la Paz de la IMEU emitió
varios llamados a la acción en el 2019, instando a la oración, la
conversación y la acción individual y corporativa en respuesta a los
temas de la violencia con armas de fuego, la pena de muerte y el
racismo.
Archivos de la IMEU lanzó un proyecto
sobre historia oral en julio del 2019 para
recolectar entrevistas a jóvenes de entre 24 y
40 años dentro de la IMEU. Cuarenta personas
participaron de las entrevistas grabadas en
MennoCon19.
La IMEU organizó la iniciativa “Learn, Pray, Join” (Aprende, ora,
únete) sobre plantación de iglesias, junto con la Red Menonita
de Misión, introduciendo el proceso de Sent Network para equipar
a las congregaciones y conferencias de la IMEU para la plantación
de iglesias.
La IMEU relanzó The Gathering Place (El
lugar de encuentro), un espacio virtual donde los
líderes de la formación de fe anabautista pueden
reunirse, aprender y crecer. Los seminarios web se
enfocaron en la instrucción bautismal, las redes
sociales, y el tema del anabautismo y las políticas
estadounidenses.
La oficina de vitalidad de las iglesias de la IMEU actualizó
Mennodata y el proceso de Información de Liderazgo
Ministerial (MLI, por sus siglas en inglés) con una interfaz fácil
de usar y un mejor acceso para líderes de la iglesia y potenciales
pastores.

El Peace Academic Center (Centro Académico de Paz),
anteriormente conocido como la Hopi Mission School (Escuela
para la Misión Hopi), reinició las clases para los alumnos del
jardín de infancia y preescolar en septiembre del 2019 en
Kykotsmovi, Arizona.

Siguir a Jesús

Manténgase conectado
Suscríbase a PeaceMail, el boletín
semanal de la IMEU que destaca noticias y
blogs de toda la iglesia en
mennoniteusa.org/peacemail.
Agende la fecha de MennoCon21, la
convención de la IMEU, a realizarse en
Cincinnati, Ohio del 6 al 10 de julio del
2021.

Ser testigos de la paz de Dios Experimentar la transformación
MennoniteUSA.org
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Mennonite Disaster Service 2020 Annual Report
MDS has been shut down since the last part of March. Certain new ways of doing things will be
gradually implemented when it starts up again. Local projects will have volunteers coming from within
the local area and will adhere to the local guidelines for Covid-19. If a project has people coming from
out of state, proper group size and distancing will be done. Accommodations will conform to Covid-19
guidelines. This means only two people per room for sleeping or working. Additional cleaning and
sanitizing will be done. Only those under sixty-five years of age will be allowed to work. Masks will be
required and those coming must affirm that they have no symptoms or have been exposed to the virus.
MDS has finished its work in Lake Isabella and Lake County. Two houses were built with the last
one completed in January of 2020 at Lake Isabella. The equipment from these two locations was taken
to be used at Ukiah. The Mendocino Complex fire on July 27, 2018 was the largest in California history. It
burned 459,123 acres, caused $267 million in damage, and destroyed over 500 structures.
MDS started work in Ukiah in October 2019 and is building four homes in Redwood Valley which
will be finished by March of 2020. Life Community Church in Ukiah has most generously offered their
campus to provide living quarters for MDS volunteer workers. When I worked there for one week, I
found the facilities to be very comfortable and spacious. The church’s multi-purpose room provided a
kitchen for cooking and space for eating and meetings. Some education rooms were made available to
put in bunks for sleeping. They bent over backwards to meet our every need. One contractor in the
church brought his thirty-foot long building trailer for us to set up an office.
There were twenty-four volunteers the week I was there. Five young men came from Manitoba
Canada, and eight others drove the one thousand, four-hundred miles from an Old Order Mennonite
church in Michigan. These young men were a positive asset to our crew, sometimes quickly picking up a
trade new to them, and completing the job with quality work. Volunteers also provide spiritual support
as they talk with the survivors, spending time with them as they wait for their new homes to be
completed.
Our work there has been delayed by rain that created wet, muddy conditions. Also, one MDS
truck was stolen in broad daylight. These challenges did not stop the work!
Other MDS projects include Several in Canada. Over a six-month period, two hundred volunteers
repaired and restored fifteen homes damaged by the flooding of 2018 in Grand Forks, British Columbia.
In Manitoba, a seventy-two- year-old widow got a new home replacing her old one destroyed by fire.
Over sixty youth and leaders from six churches spent last summer building desks, tables and benches for
a classroom and dining hall at the Mohawk Indian School in Ontario, Canada.
Projects in the U.S include Illinois where flashfloods, in August 2019, closed schools and filled
homes with water. In Oklahoma, Gideon, a long-term volunteer from Germany who also worked on the
Ukiah project, was among three young men trained to repair homes in Avant. (He also, played his
Ukulele to accompany our daily MDS song: “This is the Day That the Lord has Made, “in which we add a
2nd verse “We will serve and be glad in it.”) Local MDS units helped clean up communities along the
Wood River, Nebraska which were inundated by the heavy rains that fell in 2019. MDS helped muck out
a lot of homes flooded in Pacific Junction, Iowa in 2018. Hurricane Florence flooded coastal areas of
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North Carolina and brought over thirty inches of rain in 2018. MDS worked during the Christmas Season
repairing homes. Grateful local people provided an abundance of food for the volunteers as an
expression of thanks. In 2019, two tornadoes caused extensive damage to Eureka, Kansas. Volunteers
provided repair work there.
Several of the project leaders have expressed how God is behind the work of MDS. They have
wondered, “who will bring the skills needed for a specific week?” The Lord has always provided the right
volunteers at the right times to make the work progress as needed. Is the Lord calling you readers to be
a volunteer? God created us to serve Him to be his masterpiece and to do good works for others.
Plans had been made to start a project in Paradise (where a town of 30,000 was 90 % was
destroyed) in October, 2020. With the current virus problem, I’m not sure when that will happen. MDS
headquarters reports that “MDS has canceled all scheduled summer projects due to health and safety
concerns related to COVID-19. We will resume our work only when we are assured by health authorities
that it is safe and prudent to do so.”

Merle Kauffman
PSMC Representative for MDS

2020
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West Coast MCC Report
"For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and
takes no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers,
providing them food and clothing. You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt."
Deuteronomy 10:17-19 (NRSV)

"The guests are extremely thankful for the new clothes and hygiene items.
Many tell us that after their long journey any bags and personal items had
been so worn that being able to head out on the last leg of their journey with
these new items helped restore dignity." Gretchen Lopez works as a site
coordinator at The Inn project, partner of West Coast MCC
To tangibly show love and care for asylum seekers, West Coast
Mennonite Central Committee (WCMCC) collected detainee and asylum
kits and donations to share in response to the humanitarian crisis at the
U.S./Mexico border. WCMCC partnered with Catholic Community
Services: Casa Alitas, The Inn Project, Kino Border Initiative, Voices From
the Border, Frontera de Cristo and other partners to distribute kits to
people in their time of need.
With the help of the PSMC churches, MCC distributed 630 detainee kits
in 2019 to displaced families.
These kits cannot fully heal the wounds received or erase the trauma
experienced, but with your donations there are people who feel a sense of
welcome and belonging. One woman shared, “You have been the best
people I have met, I felt like I was not alone.”
West Coast MCC collected over 630
detainee and asylum kits and donations to
share with people recently released from
detention centers at the U.S./Mexico
border. MCC photo/Katherine Smith

Special thank you to PSMC
West Coast MCC board members:
Fran Martens-Friesen
Grace Pam

Nehemiah Chigoji
Neil Bucher

2019 -2020

100 stories

PSMC
CONTRIBUTIONS
TO MCC

for 100 years
To mark 100 years of sharing God’s love and compassion, and your
generosity and partnership through the decades, we invite you to explore
stories from MCC’s decades of work around the world. Sign up today for
MCC's 100 stories!
Visit: mcc.org/centennial/100-stories/email

mcc.org

Una Jost

$34,956
PSMC churches contributions to
MCC

$392,712
MCC Thrift Store
Rancho Cucamonga, CA & Nearly
New Thrift Shop in Reedley, CA

$198,122
SoCal Festival &
West Coast Mennonite Relief
Sale Inc.

1010 G Street Reedley, CA 93654
phone: 559-638-6911

